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FAITH IN ACTION, Acts 12:1-6 

The twelfth chapter of Acts records the events around the killing of James the brother of 
John, being one of the two sons of Zebedee. King Herod wanting to gain favor with the 
Jews, realized this was pleasing to them, took upon himself to arrest Peter with the inten-
tions of killing him as well. But God, had a different plan for Peter. Part of that plan was to 
teach the early church and how to put their FAITH IN ACTION and thus give us a good 
example of the same. Notice that the answers to the prayers of the church for Peter, which is 
recorded in verse 5, did not occur until Rhoda took it upon herself to “open the door.” How 
often are we, “the opening of one door,” away from an answer to a prayer or a miracle from 
God? Notice with me some of the steps in putting our FAITH IN ACTION. 
 
1. Prepare your heart though prayer. The church knew the only solution to the dilemma in 
which Peter found himself was through prayer. The way to activate faith is through prayer, 
unceasing, persistent prayer will bring the answer. James the half-brother of Jesus wrote to 

the early church these words about prayer, “The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous pow-
er available (dynamic in its working) (James 5:16, Amplified). Fervent, effectual prayer moves God to open iron gates and set 
captives free. It is persistent and passionate in its desire to see a loved one, friend or even a city, set free. It’s the kind of prayer 
which Paul prayed for Israel and which we must pray for our community, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
(name of your community), is that they might be saved” (Romans 10:1). 
 

2. Prepare yourself for the answer. “Suddenly there was an angel at his side and light flooding the room. The angel shook Peter 
and got him up: ‘Hurry!’ The handcuffs fell off his wrists. The angel said, ‘Get dressed. Put on your shoes.’ ‘Grab your coat and 
let’s get out of here’” (Acts 12: 7-8, The Message). Just as Peter had to prepare himself for the answer, we too must prepare our-
selves for the answer by putting on the armor of God, the belt of truth around our waist, the breastplate of righteousness to pro-
tect our heart, the gospel shoes to give us firm-footed stability, the shield of faith, to quench the flaming missiles of the devil, the 
helmet of salvation which keeps our mind, the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, then stand in our faith in God! 
 

3. Follow the deliverer. “At the first intersection the angel left him, going his own way. That’s when Peter realized it was no 
dream. ‘I can’t believe it—this really happened! The Master sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s vicious little produc-
tion and the spectacle the Jewish mob was looking forward to’” (Acts 12:10-11, The Message). When putting our FAITH IN 
ACTION we must always do what the Spirit tells us. Peter was obedient to the words of the angel of the Lord. His obedience 
brought about deliverance. After Peter dressed himself with the armor of God, the angel led him out past the first and second 
guard stations without being detected. Then upon arriving at the iron gate the scriptures say, “It swung open before them on its 
own.” How did this happen? Because the church was effectual in their praying, Peter was prepared for the answer and he fol-
lowed the deliverer. When God works for His people, all difficulties in their way will be overcome, even gates of iron are made 
to open of their own accord. Jacob had a similar experience in the presence of God in Genesis 28. He saw angels ascending and 
descending on a ladder with the Lord standing at the top. After he had a dream,  vs 18 & 19, (The Message) records, “Jacob 
woke up from his sleep. He said, ‘God is in this place—truly. And I didn’t even know it!’ He was terrified. He whispered in 
awe, ‘Incredible. Wonderful. Holy. This is God’s House. This is the Gate of Heaven.’” Let me encourage you today friends, the 
Lord is in your place to deliver you from whatever has you imprisoned! Whether it be doubt, fear, unbelief or sin, those who 
would be delivered out of spiritual imprisonment must follow the deliver, His name is Jesus! Like the Israelites when they went 
out of the house of bondage, they did not know where they were going but they knew who they were following. The Psalmist 
David wrote this way of his deliverer, “The Lord is my goodness and my fortress; my high tower and my deliverer; my shield 
and He is whom I trust” (Psalms 144-2, KJV). 
 

4. By faith, open the door and receive the answer. There will be occasions when our walk of faith will require us to “open the   
door” and receive the answer to our prayers. After Peter was delivered from prison in answer to prayer; the answer was not real-
ized until by faith Rhoda opened the door, “But Peter continued knocking: (persistently) and when they opened the door and saw 
him, they were astonished” (Acts 10:16).  
 

Jesus speaking to John in Revelation 3:20, concerning the church in Laodicea, said, “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will share a meal together as friends.” When we open the last door by 
faith, we will see the answer. The Lord may have removed your chains, made you invisible to the enemy and even opened an 
iron-gate of bondage but now is the time to put your FAITH IN ACTION and open the last door and receive your answer to 
prayer!  
 

Every genuine move of God throughout history has required, men and women who will pray to God, without ceasing! 

 

 

 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

 From the Heart of the                              

District Superintendent 



District Secretary/Treasurer 
The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is one of the most pronounced truths in all of Scripture. From Genesis 1 to the last 
of the sixty‑six books, Revelation, we see The Holy Spirit at work as a coequal and coeternal member of the Tri-
une Godhead, along with God the Father and God the Son. The explicit fact of One True God revealed in three 
Persons as the “Trinity,” a word not found in the Bible, has been maligned and mocked by cynics and critics who 
accuse Trinitarians of worshiping three Gods, rather than One. Mark Batterson states in A Million Little Miracles, 
“That doesn’t add up, but that’s because we make the mistake of thinking about God in four-dimensional terms.” 
The One True God revealed in three Persons has been illustrated using the analogy of an egg, the shell, white, and 
yolk, all distinct, yet one. Others have used the example of a wagon wheel, the rim, spokes, and hub, three differ-
ent and distinct components, yet one wheel. One commentator beautifully elucidates by using the measurements 
of a room, the length, width, and height, each individual and separate, yet intertwined in every millimeter of the 
building. Such is the function of the Holy Trinity! While they are recognized as three distinct Persons in Scripture, 
they are One in passion, purpose, power and perfection! The Son is never at odds with the Father or the Holy Spir-

it! The Holy Spirit is never in disagreement with the Father or the Son!  They think and work exactly alike, each in their respective office.  
 

One of the missteps of the religious system over the millenniums has been the lack of discernment in respectfully recognizing all three of 
the Godhead. The religious elite scorned Jesus by labeling Him as Beelzebub, the prince of flies, while at the same time claiming alle-
giance to God the Father. Since Pentecost, many who ascribe to the Lordship of Jesus fail to give deserved prominence and place to the 
Holy Spirit, in spite of His repeated mention and ministry from Genesis to Revelation! Genesis 1 is where He is introduced as the One 
who “moved (hovered, brooded) upon the face of the waters,” preparing a dark and deluged planet to respond to the spoken Word, “Let 
there be . . .” We see Him again when God formed man of the dust of the ground and then breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, the 
Holy Spirit, causing Adam to become a “living soul.” This life-giving breath is seen again in the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37, where 
the prophet was “carried by the Spirit” into the vision and then told to prophesy to the bleached and disjointed bones that represented the 
broken condition of Israel. After the bones assembled in the form of skeletons, and then were covered with sinews and flesh, Ezekiel was 
commanded to call upon the wind to blow from the north, south, east and west. “So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army” (Ezekiel 37:10 KJV). That wind was none other 
than the Holy Spirit! Dr. Luke gives attention to the work of the Spirit when Gabriel announced to Mary her God-ordained assignment, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you [like a shining cloud]; and so the holy (pure, 
sinless) Thing (Offspring) which shall be born of you will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35 Amplfied). At the age of thirty when Je-
sus began His earthly ministry, He did not attempt to preach, teach, heal the sick or raise the dead until He was baptized in water and 
filled with the Holy Spirit at the Jordan River. “And when Jesus was baptized, He went up at once out of the water; and behold, the heav-
ens were opened, and he [John] saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him” (Matthew 3:16b Amplified). Immedi-
ately following, Matthew reports, “Then Jesus was led (guided) by the [Holy] Spirit into the wilderness (desert) to be tempted (tested and 
tried) by the devil” (Matthew 4:1 Amplified). After Jesus was crucified and placed in the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, three 
days later He was brought back to life by the Person of the Holy Spirit! Paul speaks to this when he announces with confidence, “And if 
the Spirit of Him Who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, [then] He Who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also restore 
to life your mortal (short‑lived, perishable) bodies through His Spirit Who dwells in you” (Romans 8:11 Amplified). While those are only 
some of many biblical instances of the ministry of the third Member of the Godhead, there’s an undeniable pattern that shows Him revers-
ing death to life, hopelessness to happiness, and devastation to dancing!   
 

What do you need most in 2025? Many would answer, “a new automobile, a marriage restored, a financial infusion, direction for life, 
deliverance from addiction,” and more. While those and other such desires have their place, the greatest need of every believer and every 
congregation is to be  Empowered By The Holy Spirit! If the supernatural is to be restored in God’s Church, the Holy Spirit must be giv-
en free reign and invited by believers to fall upon us anew! History records such eras where lifeless organizations, dead and formal 
churches were given new life when hungry men and women made it their sole desire to be Empowered By the Spirit! One‑hundred and 
twenty‑one years ago, in 1904, revival broke out in Wales, a country that forms part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. A young man by the name of Evan Roberts had cried out to God for years for Holy Spirit revival, praying specifically for God to 
give him 100,000 souls to be gloriously saved. That request was granted when the Spirit of God was given opportunity to work! Within 
150 days, 100,000 people of Wales were gloriously saved, supernaturally changing the moral and spiritual landscape of the country! Judg-
es were presented with white gloves because they had no criminal cases to try. No rapes, murders, robberies, or embezzlements. Crime 
came to a grinding halt!  District Consuls actually held emergency meetings to discuss what to do with the police, now that so many were 
unemployed. Two years later in Los Angles, California, on Azuza Street in a building once used as a livery stable to feed/house horses for 
their owners, a historic revival broke out on April 9, 1906, and continued roughly until 1915. It was led by William J. Seymour, the 
one‑eyed 34 year old son of former slaves. Literally thousands from around the world attended that revival and returned to their homes 
stateside and abroad as Holy Spirit anointed agents of change. One year before the Azuza Street revival ended in 1914, a meeting was 
held in Hot Springs, Arkansas, made up of men and women who had been excommunicated from their denominational churches for being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit. They came from various and sundry religious backgrounds and persuasions, yet all of them burned with a pas-
sion to experience what Jesus promised to send in John 15 and Acts 1:8. After intently seeking the Lord for days, those spiritual dissidents 
formed a denomination that now has near 13,000 churches in America, and thousands of others around the world, The Assemblies of 
God. Fast forward to the 1960s when the Jesus Movement came about. During that same time the Charismatic Movement also had its be-
ginning! One report says it’s believed to have started on April 3, 1960, when Dennis J. Bennett, an Episcopal priest in Van Nuys, Califor-
nia, told his congregation that he had received the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the initial physical evidence of speaking in tongues. As 
word spread across the nation and around the world, thousands of pastors and parishioners, who were tired of dead liturgy, begin seeking 
and receiving the same experience.  
 

Empowered By The Spirit, John 15:26;  16:13-15; Acts 1:8  

Billy & Bettye 

Nickell 



Often we say, “we are waiting on God to be endued with power from on high,” when in fact God is waiting on us to cry out in broken-
ness, “Revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known” (Habakkuk 3:2b KJV). Once again God’s 
people must discover the revelation given to Zerubbabel, who returned from captivity to help rebuild Jerusalem as the new governor. 
His task was monumental and impossible in many ways until a word from God stating, “This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubba-
bel, saying, Not by might, nor by power,  but by my spirit saith the LORD of hosts” Zechariah 4:6b KJV). Everything changes for the 
better when the Person of the Holy Spirit is invited to come and do that which man cannot do. What difference will Holy Spirit Em-
powerment make in you . . . in me . . . and in your church? How will it affect a person’s marriage, family, and future?  Here are a few 
of many changes He will make: 
 

HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERMENT BRINGS SUPERNATURAL COMMUNICATION. Jesus promised His followers that upon 
them being baptized in the Holy Spirit they would become effective witnesses/communicators of the gospel. The Acts of the Apostles 
gives evidence of this being fulfilled after 120 were filled on the day of Pentecost. First, we see the “Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved,” (Acts 2:47). Luke goes on to report, “And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multi-
plied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7 KJV). Following Paul’s conversion 
we hear the concern of those opposed to Christianity’s growth, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here 
also” (Acts 17:6b Amplified).  It was the Holy Spirit anointing upon and within Jesus that caused His listeners to say, “We have never 
heard anyone speak like this” (John 7:46 NLT)  
 

HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERMENT BRINGS SUPERNATURAL REVELATION.  Because the Holy Spirit is God, He knows every-
thing and He has all power to do everything! He’s the mind and the power of God, with all the answers for the problems and challeng-
es we face. Jesus foretold, “He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the 
Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come 
[that will happen in the future]” (John 16:13b Amplified). With unorthodox language, John Calvin spoke the following about man's 
inability to receive divine revelation without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, “Man with all his shrewdness is as stupid about 
understanding by himself the mysteries of God, as an ass is incapable of understanding musical harmony.” Paul writes, “But the natu-
ral, nonspiritual man does not accept or welcome or admit into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly (meaningless  nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them” (1 Corinthians 2:14a Amplified)   
 

HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERMENT BRINGS SUPERNATURAL OPERATION. The word translated power in Acts 1:8 comes from 
the Greek word dunamis, from which we get our word dynamite. Prior to Jesus’ ascension, He promised His followers, “And these 
attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; They 
will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they 
will get well” (Mark 16:17-18 Amplified). Matthew then says, “And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord kept 
working with them and confirming the message by the attesting signs and miracles that closely accompanied [it]” (Mark 16:20 Ampli-
fied). Empowered By The Spirit has always been, and always will be God’s answer to further His Kingdom!  



Around West Texas 
Churches & Ministers West Texas Bible Institute Available for Ministry       

 

   Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 

   Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 

   Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 

   Danny Brown  806.577.3580 

   Brad Froese  806.928.2815 

   Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 

   Mike Hanks  432.528.8592    

   J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 

   Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 

   David Sasse  806.300.8717 

   David Schlewitz 806.685.4143    

   Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 

February 8, 2025 

Certified: New Testament Survey 

Licensed: Acts 

Ordained: Prayer & Worship   
 

March 15, 2025 

Certified: Intro to Theology 

     Licensed: Prison Epistles 

Ordained: Corinthians   
 

*Last day to register for  

March classes is February 17. 

Email Glenn Beaver at  

grbeaver@sbcglobal.net to enroll. 

New Church: 
   Briscoe Community Church 
         Briscoe, Texas 
         Pastor: Justin Coleman 

 

Open Church List & 
Relaunch Opportunities 

 

      Clarendon, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Terry Ralson 
      P.O. Drawer F, Clarendon, TX 79226 
      Phone: 806.205.1027 
 
    *Fort Stockton, First Assembly of God 
      Odessa, Restoration Church 
      Contact: Todd Starnes, Presbyter 
      1101 N. Lee Avenue, Odessa, TX 79761 
      Phone: 806.786.4750 
 
      Jayton, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Dennis Spray 
      P.O. Box 145, Jayton, TX 79528 
      Phone: 806.777.6088 
 
    *Plains, First Assembly of God 
  **Lamesa, Life Changers Church 
      Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
      1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
      Phone: 325.575.2861 
 
  **Spur, First Assembly of God 
    *Paducah, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Raymond Mizelle, Presbyter 
      408 Broad Way, Roaring Springs,  
      TX 79256 Phone: 806.422.1092 
 
      Spearman, First Assembly of God 
       Contact: Bobby Snider 
       P.O. Box 905,Spearman,TX 79081 
       Phone: 806.422.1092 
 
    *Sunray, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
      P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
      Phone: 806.922.2840 
  
   **Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
      Contact: Nick Hester 
      2717 58th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 
      Phone: 832.275.1611 
    *District Affiliated Church 
  **Relaunch Opportunity 
 

Prayer Requests: Martha Thommasen, (PHCH), recovery from hephrectomy of left 

kidney and reports on the malignant tumor. She also has  tumors on her right and left 

adrenal glands; Karen Houghton, (Amarillo, Fairview), has been hospitalized with in-

fections in her blood and liver; Sue Murdoch, (Lubbock, Christian Life), complete 

healing of eyesight; Annette Newberry, (Retired Missionary), surgeries on her leg with 

complication; Chris Robinson, (Missionary, Global University), neck surgery; Damon 

Akins,  Dumas, First AG), health issues; Becky Nenstiel, (Panhandle) healing from 

cancer; Chuck & Judy Redger, (Retired Missionaries) healing and strength; Rey Ro-

driquez, Muscular Dystropy; George & Janice Mullen, health issues and strength; 

Regina Gonzalez, autoimmune disease; Brenda Van Hoose, autoimmune disease; Per-

ry Shuffield, healing and strength; Mylinda Wood, (sister of Tracy McWilliams), 

ALS; Patsy Anderson, (mother of Kevin Anderson) heart issues; and Sue Stevens, 

(mother of Darla Anderson), Dementia.  

New Grandparents 
 

Gabriel & Margarita Solis, (Campus Pastors at Harvest 
Christian Center @ Horizon City), welcomed their first grand-
child, Callan Ezra, into their family. His proud parents are 
Fabian Macias and Damaris Macias Solis. Damaris is the 
daughter of Gabriel & Margarita.  Congratulations on the new 
addition to your family! 

“For this child I prayed, the Lord has granted me my petition 
that I made to  Him.”  I Samuel 1:29 



 

ENROLLMENT FOR 2025 HAS BEGUN! 
 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF WTBI? 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

 

District Office: 806.792.5835 
 

Email: grbeaver@sbcglobal.net 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 



Christina Sattesahn  
Women of Purpose  

Director 
















