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 “Come and Believe!”  
John 1:39 & 46 

The theme, which the Lord has placed in my spirit for 2024, is to focus on revival 
and how to see this important aspect edifying the body of Christ, to once again occur 
in our churches across West Texas. Today, I want to highlight the importance of giv-
ing individuals an opportunity to respond following a presentation of the gospel. 
In other words, pastors, ministers, evangelist and missionaries, preach the Word of 
God and give people an opportunity to respond.  
 

John’s gospel gives clear evidence of how Jesus went about giving those He minis-
tered to an opportunity to respond. John 1:39 gives the pattern and verse 46 shows 
how Phillip, after telling Nathanael about being introduced to Jesus, gave him an 
opportunity to respond. “Jesus said to them, ‘Come and you will see’” (Come and 
Believe). Then in verse 46, Philip used the very same phrase in response to Nathan-

ael’s question about Jesus, “Come and see” (Come and Believe). 
 

The presentation of the gospel, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, is the responsibility of the preacher. The results 
of that presentation is in the hands of the God who called us. We must never assume that those under the sound of our 
voice of ministry have everything right between themselves and God. That determination is outside the realm of our 
responsibility and ability. As ministers of the gospel, we have the responsibility to hear from God the message which 
is to be declared and ask for His anointing as we deliver that Word. At the conclusion of the declaration of God’s 
Word, we must give time and place for the Holy Spirit to do His work in convincing individuals to respond as only 
He knows how. We commonly call this response, “the altar call” or “the invitation.”  
 

I recall many years ago, hearing Bro. E. R. Foster share a testimony about visiting someone in the hospital. After his 
visit Bro. Foster would say, “Let’s pray and see what God will do!” Friends, today I believe we would do well to fol-
low this counsel by one of our forefathers, “Let’s preach the Word and see what God will do” as we give an oppor-
tunity for a response. God is still speaking to hearts and changing lives through the power of His Word. Our respon-
sibility is to declare the unsearchable riches of His Word and leave the response to those under our influence. On a 
recent Sunday, after I had ministered the Word which the Lord had given me for that occasion, I simply gave an invi-
tation and three individuals came forward to commit their lives to Christ. One young man in his 20’s simply said to 
the person who prayed with him, “I realized it was time for me to make a commitment of my life to Christ.” Only 
eternity will reveal how many times a simple invitation will give the Holy Spirit the “timely” opportunity for others to 
respond and for God’s Word to transform their lives, for the glory of God. 
 

John the Baptist had witnessed the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus at His water baptism. Following this, Andrew, 
Peter, Philip, Nathanael and an unnamed disciple also gave a similar response. Thankfully we are not the judge of the 
sous of the individuals under our influence, God takes care of this aspect of the ministry of His Word. So, let me en-
courage you to continue to give an opportunity for people to respond to the declaration of the Word of God.  
2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is pa-
tient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repent-
ance” [ESV]. This is a vital part of revival, 
the opportunity for people to respond! 
 
 

 
“Come and Believe”  

 
is still the heart cry of God! 

 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

 From the Heart of the                              

District Superintendent 
District Secretary/Treasurer 

The record of Joshua leading the Israelites from the wilderness to the Jordan River and into Canaan is a mira-
cle in its own right. It is as amazing as the supernatural account of the Red Sea parting. After being enslaved 
in Egypt for four hundred-years, according to Genesis 15:13, the death angel executed the tenth and most dev-
astating plague, the killing of the firstborn of people and animals who did not have the blood applied to the 
doorpost of their houses. Moses, who’d been warned by Pharaoh to never come before him again, was sum-
moned to the emperor’s throne and ordered for he and his people to leave immediately. After spoiling the 
Egyptians of their wealth, God’s people soon faced their first post-expulsion challenge and miracle with the 
parting of the Rea Sea, their crossing the sea bed on dry land and the subsequent drowning of Pharaoh and his 
army.  
 

I suspect most who are familiar with the account of the Red Sea miracle would rate it as, “the greatest super-
natural act of Israel’s travels,” but before we brush the extraordinary event of our text aside as nothing spe-
cial, it would be well for us to look closer at all that happened on this occasion. Walking from Egypt to Ca-
naan is a journey of about eleven days, give or take a day or two, yet it took the Israelites forty years to reach 
their destination because they elected to believe the ten spies who gave an evil report, rather than believing 

what they had been assured by Jehovah. Numbers 13-14 is the record of their rebellion and God’s response, prohibiting everyone 
twenty-years of age and older from entering the land of their inheritance, except Joshua and Caleb. Those forty years were marked 
with hundreds of thousands of funerals overseen by Moses and by the time of our text, all the older generation had died.   
 

The book of Joshua opens with God addressing Israel’s new leader by giving assurance of all the Lord would do if Joshua would be 
strong, courageous, and do all the Lord had commanded Moses. The Lord’s words in Joshua 1 were both insightful and faith-
building for Joshua, however, by chapter three God’s people faced the daunting task of getting to the other side of a swollen and rag-
ing river. Scripture says it was the time of harvest and Jordan’s banks had overflown, making their assignment more challenging. 
What they faced then has similarities in 2024! While we may not be standing on the banks of a rushing river, each of us contend with 
life’s obstructions. The land of their inheritance was now in view from their present encampment, but between them and their prized 
possession was a formidable barrier that must have raised obvious questions. “How will we be able to possess what God has ordained 
as our inheritance when we cannot get across the river? How will we be able to supercede the powerful force of nature by crossing 
the river, then defeat the fierce Canaanites who have no intention of surrendering their homeland?” Though our circumstances are 
different today, the core issues remain the same. Here is the first component of consideration. 
 

THE PROMISE: The story of Israel’s descendants, known earlier as Jacob, from their beginning until their possession of Canaan, 
was marked with a plethora of miracles confirming that what God promises He indeed brings to pass. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, and the millions that made up the congregation of Israel, all experienced supernatural manifestations of one kind or another 
as reminders of God’s greatness. The cloud by day, the pillar of fire by night, manna, quail, water from a rock, the ground opening 
and swallowing alive those who resisted the leadership of Moses and Aaron, the tree at Marah making bitter water sweet, their cloth-
ing and shoes not wearing out during the forty-years and much more were all supported by the infallible, unadulterated, immutable 
promises of God! Like a pedestal supporting an exquisite sculpture, God’s promises were the pedestal upon which His manifesta-
tions were seen and experienced, with many of them concerning Israel’s possession of Canaan! Abram, as he was known early on, 
was told by the Lord at seventy-five to leave his native country and relatives and follow God to a land he and his descendants would 
receive as their inheritance. “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show 
you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those 
who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:1b-3 
NLT). Later in the chapter, we read of Abram being in Shechem, Canaanite territory, where he set up camp. There the Lord appeared 
to him a second time with yet another promise. “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘I will give this land to your descend-
ants’” (Genesis 12:7a NLT). As we read further we find God giving even more promises. “After Lot had gone, the LORD said to 
Abram, ‘Look as far as you can see in every direction - north and south, east and west. I am giving all this land, as far as you can see, 
to you and your descendants as a permanent possession. And I will give you so many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, they 
cannot be counted! Go and walk through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to you’” (Genesis 13:14-17 NLT).  If time and 
space allowed, we could continue rehearsing further promises to Abram, as well as those given to Isaac, Jacob, Moses and Joshua!  
Each of them could stand alone as the pedestal displaying God’s covenant relationship which proves Israel’s right to exist and suc-
ceed!  
 

They now stand at the river of Jordan. They are where they are because they have held firm to God’s promises! They also know the 
only way they’ll be able to march into their inheritance will be by standing firm on the PROMISES OF GOD that are yes and amen! 
Were it not for His promises none of us would be where we are today! Peter writes, “And because of his glory and excellence, he has 
given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s cor-
ruption caused by human desires” (2 Peter 1:4 NLT). Paul says, “For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto 
the glory of God by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20 KJV). God wants His church to declare what Solomon announced when he blessed the 
people of Israel at the dedication of the Temple. After praying his dedicatory prayer, he said to those in attendance, “Blessed be the 
LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good 
promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant” (1 Kings 8:56 KJV). It is not an accident that we have come this far 
by faith! Our progress and success has been by God’s promises! Friend, look back to the dark days of difficulty and despondency 
when it seemed all hope was gone and then look at where you are today! It has been His promises that has kept you strong when the 
bills got bigger and the income smaller! It has been God’s promises that sheltered you when your marriage was on the rocks and di-
vorce seemed the only way out! His promises have held you fast while others have compromised their convictions and polluted their 
values! He promised He’s our Healer!  He promised He’s our guide!  He promised He’ll meet our every need and when the enemy 
comes in like a flood He will lift up a standard against Him! You may not have much money in your bank account ‑ but you have a 
billion dollars worth of promises! You may not have health in your body or peace in your family, but you hold the spiritual aces, the 
promises of God for your benefit. The songwriter of years past expressed it well in lyrics that say, “Standing on the promises of 
Christ my King, through eternal ages let His praises ring, glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, standing on the promises of God. 
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior; standing, standing, I’m standing on the promises of God.” (To be 
continued.) 
  

Marching Into Your Inheritance: Part 1, Joshua 3:1-17 

Billy & Bettye 

Nickell 



Director of Church Ministries 
 

The Scandal of Grace 

In 1938, the United States Congress passed a law called the, “Fair Labor and Practice Act,” estab-
lishing a minimum wage. The minimum wage was set at .25 cents an hour. This law was based up-
on two principles: 1) Everyone should receive at least a minimum wage; and 2) There should be 
some kind of symbolist of equal pay for equal work. In Matthew 20, Jesus told a story that, in an 
interesting way, relates to both of these principles. When you read this story through your Ameri-
canized mindset you will be tempted to say, “This is not fair!” There are several components of 
grace contained within this story.  
 

1. The Recruitment of Grace – "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  2 Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, 

he sent them into his vineyard” (Vs. 1-2). In Jesus’ day it was quiet common to see laborers hanging around the market place 
in hopes of finding a job. They were day workers, which meant if they didn’t work that day they probably didn’t eat. An own-
er of a vineyard went out at 6:00 AM and hired a group of workers. Verse 2 states that they had an agreement concerning how 
much they would get paid. The word “agreed” in the Greek was a legal term, which meant they had a contract to work for a 
set amount of pay. The owner goes back out at 9:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 3:00 PM and finally at 5:00 PM. He chose the best work-
ers at 6:00 AM. The workers still at the market place at 5:00 PM were the ones nobody wanted to hire. This is a beautiful pic-
ture of grace. What the world rejects, God recruits! Next we see,  
 

2. The Rewards of Grace – "So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, 'Call the laborers 
and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.' And when those came who were hired about the eleventh 

hour, they each received a denarius” (Vs. 8-9). The first group agreed to work, only after negotiating a wage. The second 
group went to work without a contract, choosing to trust the goodness of the master. The owner calls the workers together at 
the end of the day to receive their pay. He starts with the workers hired at 5:00 PM and pays them a denarius for working on-
ly about an hour. The first workers are thinking, “Man this guy is really generous. Look at how much more money we will 
get since we worked all day.” But Jesus throws a curve ball. Next we find,  
 

3. The Resentment of Grace – “But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise 
received each a denarius.  And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, saying, 'These last men 

have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day'” (Vs. 10-
12).  These guys are in shock and crying foul play. They had labored 12 hours in the hot sun and received the same amount as 
the one hour workers. However, they got paid the amount they had agreed to, which at the time, they thought was fair. They 
made the fatal mistake of comparing what they received with what someone else had received. When you start comparing, 
you start coveting. When you start coveting, you start complaining. When you start complaining, you lose all your joy for 
serving God. Finally we discover,  
 

4. The Reminder of Grace – “But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not 
agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go your way. 
I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not lawful 
for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil 

because I am good?'” (Vs. 13-15). Now Jesus gets to the heart of 
the lesson. We should not become envious when God blesses others 
more than we think He should. Some Christians will do great things 
for God, some will not. Some Christians will become famous and 
preach the Gospel around the world, most will not. Some ministers 
will pastor a big church, most will not. When we stand before Christ 
there will be no distinction between those who pastored a mega 
church or those who pastored a small country church. Everyone does 
not have the same opportunities in ministry. Everyday God asks you 
one questions, “Are you serving Me faithfully right now where I 
have placed you?” Whatever you do for Jesus ought to be done with 
the attitude of Luke 17:20 which states, “We are not worthy of 

praise. We are servants who have simply done our duty” (NLT). 

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  

Around West Texas 
Churches West Texas Bible Institute Ministers       

 

April 20, 2024 
Certified: Old Testament Survey 

Licensed: Prison Epistles 
Ordained: The Pentateuch 

 

May 18,  2024 
Certified: Ministerial Ethics 

     Licensed: Leadership Skills 
     Ordained: Poetic Books 

 

*Last day to register is for the 
May class is April 26.  

 
Contact Tracy McWilliams for 

 more information.  

Open Church List & 
Relaunch Opportunities 

 

    *Sunray, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
      P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
      Phone: 806.922.2840 
 

    *Plains, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
      1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
      Phone: 325.575.2861 
 

   **Spur, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Raymond Mizelle, Presbyter 
      408 Broad Way, Roaring Springs,  
      TX 79256 Phone: 806.422.1092 
 

    *Fort Stockton, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Mike Hanks, Presbyter 
      100 West Wadley, Midland, TX 79705 
      Phone: 432.528.8592 
 

  **Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
      Contact: Nick Hester 
      2717 58th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 
      Phone: 832.275.1611 
 

   *District Affiliated Church 
** Relaunch Opportunity 

Transferred In: 

   Linda Martin (CM) Arizona 

Available for Ministry: 
   Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 
   Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 
   Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 
   Danny Brown  806.577.3580 
   Brad Froese  806.928.2815 
   Edward Garner 240.419.4736 
   Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 
   Mike Matheny 806.200.9959 
   Phil McGechie 918.541.8882 
   J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 
   Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 
   David Sasse  806.300.8717 
   Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 

New Baby Boy 
Congratulations to  

Nick and Paige Hester 
as they welcomed into 

their family a son, 
Noah Pierce. 

Noah was born on 
March 7, 2024 and was 
greeted  by his siblings 

Lynn, Jane, Levi, and Jude. Nick and 
Paige serve as Chi Alpha 

Directors at Texas Tech, Lubbock. 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the families of Manny Castro and Calvin Newton. Manny stepped 
into the presence of the Lord on March 11, 2024 after having a major stroke. Manny is an Ordained Minister 
with the West Texas District. He and his wife Patti Castro serve as Lead Pastors at Life Changers Church, 
Lamesa, Texas. Manny is also the son-in-law of Glenn & Betty Beaver, who serve as the West Texas Dis-
trict Superintendents. 
 

Calvin Newton entered the gates of heaven on March 18, 2024 after a fall and resulting sepsis. He is an Or-
dained Minister with the West Texas Assemblies and he and his wife Linda served as Lead Pastors at First 
Assembly, Borger, Texas until retiring.   

 

Please be in prayer for the families of Manny Castro and Calvin Newton that they will be comforted by the Holy Spirit as they 
walk through the process of grief. 

Prayer Requests: Charline Norman, was knocked unconscious by a wading pool 
that hit her during a windstorm. She is in ICU; Steve Norman Sr, was also admitted 
to the hospital after having a medical problem at church; Carol Allen, is scheduled 
to have  gamma knife surgery on her brain; Kay Stafford, is suffering a lot of pain 
from recent surgery; Cara Lynn McWilliams, speedy recovery from carpal tunnel 
surgery in two places in right arm; Becky Nenstiel, cancer; Chuck & Judy Redger, 
healing; Rey Rodriquez, Muscular Dystropy; Luther Foster, health issues; Annette 
Newberry, Dementia; George & Janice Mullen, health issues and strength; Regina 
Gonzalez, autoimmune disease; Brenda Van Hoose, autoimmune disease; Perry 
Shuffield, health issues; Mylinda Wood, (sister of Tracy McWilliams), ALS; Patsy 
Anderson, (mother of Kevin Anderson), heart issues; and Sue Stevens, (mother of 
Darla Anderson), Dementia.  

 

Save the Date 

2024 Celebration/District Council, July 15 - 17 

Christian Life Assembly of God, 5917 66th Street, Lubbock, Texas 

Host Pastors: John & Sue Murdoch 

Congratulations to  
Ed & Brenda Sattesahn  as they celebrated their 

50th Anniversary on March  23, 2024. They serve as Lead 
Pastors at First Assembly of God, Pampa and are the parents of 

Jason (Christina) Sattesahn 
who are both credentialed ministers and serve on the staff at  

First Assembly of God, Plainview.  



Christina Sattesahn 
Women of Purpose  

Director 





 

We will be having our 

district Fine Arts Festival 

this month on April  

20th in Lubbock, Texas!  

Here is the schedule for the 

April 20th below, and  

keep an eye out on social  

media for more info! 





Ministers Retreat Cruise Registration is LIVE! 


