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 The Impossible Becomes Possible When We Pray & Believe  
Mark 9:14-29 

During the latter part of last year, as I was seeking the Lord as to a theme and focus for 
2024, the Spirit brought my attention to the need for PRAYER & FASTING with a de-
sire to see REVIVAL in our churches. 
 

The story is recorded in Mark 9 of the futile efforts of the disciples to cast out a demon 
in a young boy and the response of Jesus, “And when they came to the [nine] disciples, 
they saw a great crowd around them and scribes questioning and disputing with them. 
And immediately all the crowd, when they saw Jesus [returning from the holy mount, 
His face and person yet glistening], they were greatly amazed and ran up to Him [and] 
greeted Him. And He asked them, ‘What are you questioning and discussing with 
them?’ And one of the throng replied to Him, ‘Teacher, I brought my son to You, for he 
has a dumb spirit. And wherever it lays hold of him [so as to make him its own], it dash-
es him down and convulses him, and he foams [at the mouth] and grinds his teeth, and 
he [falls into a motionless stupor and] is wasting away. And I asked Your disciples to 

drive it out, and they were not able [to do it].’ And He answered them, ‘O unbelieving generation [without any faith]! How 
long shall I [have to do] with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to Me.’ So they brought [the boy] to Him, 
and when the spirit saw Him, at once it completely convulsed the boy, and he fell to the ground and kept rolling about, 
foaming [at the mouth]. And [Jesus] asked his father, ‘How long has he had this?’ And he answered, ‘From the time he 
was a little boy. And it has often thrown him both into fire and into water, intending to kill him. But if You can do any-
thing, do have pity on us and help us.’ And Jesus said, [‘You say to Me], If You can do anything? [Why,] all things can be 
(are possible) to him who believes!’ At once the father of the boy gave [an eager, piercing, inarticulate] cry with tears, and 
he said, ‘Lord, I believe! [Constantly] help my weakness of faith (my unbelief)!’  But when Jesus noticed that a crowd [of 
people] came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, ‘You dumb and deaf spirit, I charge you to 
come out of him and never go into him again.’ And after giving a [hoarse, clamoring, fear-stricken] shriek of anguish and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out; and the boy lay [pale and motionless] like a corpse, so that many of them said, ‘He is 
dead.’ But Jesus took [a strong grip of] his hand and began lifting him up, and he stood. And when He had gone indoors, 
His disciples asked Him privately, ‘Why could not we drive it out?’ And He replied to them, ‘This kind cannot be driven 
out by anything but prayer and fasting’” [Amplified]. 
 

How often do you feel all your efforts are futile in seeing REVIVAL breakout in your church family? Verses 18 and 19 
shows us that the church that is prayerless is also, powerless! The same is true of the preacher who is prayerless in the 
study, the same will be powerless in the pulpit! 
 

Look at the contrast on this occasion as compared to when Jesus sent out His disciples in Mark 6:7, “He called the twelve 
[disciples] and began to send them out [as His special messengers] two by two, and gave them authority and power over 
the unclean spirits” [Amplified]. Then consider what happened as they went, verse 13, “They were casting out many de-
mons and were anointing with oil many who were sick, and healing them.” What happened? Somewhere between Mark 
chapter 6 and chapter 9 the disciples had apparently become prayerless and as a result they had become powerless! The 
same thing has happened in too many of our American churches. During a prayer meeting, God sent His Holy Spirit and 
within two days some 8,000 (not counting the women and children) were added to the church, [Acts 2:41 & Acts 4:4]. We 
must pray, “OH LORD, Do it again and again!!!” However today, just like the disciples, the church that is prayerless is 
just as powerless as the disciples were on this occasion. In verse 19, Jesus diagnosis there problem immediately, prayer-
lessness leads to faithlessness! Jesus calls them a faithless generation. For the most part the church in America is faithless 
and powerless because it is prayerless! There is no doubt about it, if the church is PRAYERLESS it will be FAITHLESS!  
 

Three times Jesus asked the same question, “How long?” Twice it was asked in verse 19, “How long will I be with you 
and you not recognize your need for Me?”  “How long is my patience with you?” Jesus ask the how long question a third 
time in verse 21, “How long has this been going on?” As I heard recently, one of the best definitions of the patience of 
God is longsuffering.  Shepherds of God’s flock, three things must happen: 1) we must return to our dependence on Jesus 
through prayer and fasting; 2) we must never forget 2 Peter 3:9 where God assures us of His longsuffering nature. When 
Peter writes, “The Lord does not delay [as though He were unable to act] and is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is [extraordinarily] patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repent-
ance” [Amplified]; and 3) we must return to Mark 6:7 and move in the power which Jesus gives us through the Holy Spirit 
to work against the unclean spirits that are in the world! 
 

How long will we as shepherds of the body of Christ allow God’s family to be powerless simply because they are prayer-
less? John Wesley said, “God does nothing but in answer to prayer!” Prayer and fasting will still move the hand of God to 
do the impossible! Jesus said, “Bring the boy to me!” When the church recognizes that prayer and fasting still moves the 
hand of God, REVIVAL will come! Prayerlessness leads to a lack of faith that God will still meet every need! One trans-
lation of Ecclesiastes 1:9 is, “What is new is not true and what true is not new!” The faithfulness of God is not new but the 
faithfulness of God is true! And God will help us overcome our unbelief! Let us Pray and Believe for REVIVAL!!! 
 

The Impossible Becomes Possible When We Pray & Believe! 
 
 
 

 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

 From the Heart of the                              

District Superintendent 
District Secretary/Treasurer 

The psalmist paints a beautiful Messianic picture of our Savior’s last days on earth with a continuity that runs 
from Psalm 22 through Psalm 24. These three chapters provide a prophetic picture of the coming death and resur-
rection of Jesus. Psalm 22 is known as The Psalm of the Cross. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?” (Psalm 22:1 NRSV). It is not by accident 
that David writes the exact words Jesus would speak a thousand years later as He breathed His last breaths on the 
cross, as recorded in Matthew 27:46. Psalm 23 is known as The Psalm of Comfort. The six verses of this chapter 
speak of the unfailing provision and comfort of the Great Shepherd who ever abides faithfully and attentively 
watching as, “I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.”  While Psalm 22 tells of the cry of the Savior 
while hanging upon the cross, Psalm 23 tells of His abiding comfort and faithfulness in the time of trouble. Psalm 
24 is the crowning jewel, known as The Psalm of Coronation. Verses 7-11, speak of Christ ascending into 
Heaven, not as the newborn babe in Bethlehem’s manger, or the suffering Sacrifice for the sins of the world! He 
enters as the KING OF GLORY, the head of a new federation with all power in Heaven and in earth given to 
Him! With quill in hand, David is given a preview of what would take place centuries later beyond the view of 
human visibility! The Desire of Nations, the joy of angels, the Delight of the Father and the Creator of the mul-

tiniverse has arisen from the dead, now standing at the entrance of planet Heaven, soon to be seated in glory and honor and power! “Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 
of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah” (Psalm 24:7-10 KJV).  
 

The resurrection of Jesus is known among believers as the cornerstone of Christianity! Christ Himself would later announce to John the 
Revelator, “I’m A to Z. I’m The God Who Is, The God Who Was, and The God About to Arrive. I’m the Sovereign‑Strong” (Revelation 
1:8 The Message). That declaration is quickly followed with Him telling the apostle, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18 KJV). Jesus Is Alive! On the casket of Vladimir 
Lenin in Red Square is written, “He was the greatest leader of all peoples, of all countries, of all times. He was the lord of the new hu-
manity. He was the savior of the world!” It is worthy to note the accolades speak of Lenin in past-tense, “he was,” while the church has 
rejoiced for the past two thousand years, “Our Savior was, and is and is to come!”  Thank God, our preaching is not in vain, our faith is 
not void, Christians are not liars, believers are not sinners, and those who have died in the faith have not perished, as Paul makes clear in 
1 Corinthians 15. He continues by saying, “But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who 
have died. So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another 
man. Just as everyone dies, because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life” (1 Corinthians 15:20
-22 NLT). What are the proofs of the resurrection? Volumes have been written giving factual evidence that cannot be justifiably disput-
ed, however, I will only mention three.  
 

A Vacant Tomb: All four gospel writers record the resurrection of Jesus, and each of them validate their account by telling of the vacant 
tomb and circumstances associated with the occasion. Matthew tells of a “great earthquake.” The Greek word for our word great is 
mega, Mega always suggests something huge, massive, or enormous.  Just as creation shook when its Creator died on the Cross, once 
again it violently quaked when He rose from the dead! Matthew further reports of the angel who came and rolled the stone away from the 
door of the tomb, and of the Roman soldiers who were standing guard, shaking with fear upon seeing the angel, becoming as, “dead 
men.” The Greek word that is translated dead men is the word for a corpse. Peter Larson has written, “The life of Jesus is bracketed by 
two impossibilities: a virgin’s womb and an empty tomb. Jesus entered our world through a door marked ‘No Entrance,’ and left through 
a door marked ‘No Exit.’” We’ve all read the arguments of the agnostics and atheists that His body was stolen, or an imposter foolishly 
attempted to carry on His ministry. But it must be remembered that even if the Bible was not a spiritual book, literary standards required 
proof/witnesses to substantiate what was written, and Scripture provides such witnesses! Here are the appearances shown in the Word of 
Christ after His Resurrection: 1) Mary Magdalene, Mark 16:9;  2) Women in a group, Matthew 28:9;  3) Peter, Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 
15:5; 4) All the disciples except Thomas, John 20:19-20;  5)  Two disciples in route to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-27; 6) Thomas and the dis-
ciples, John 20:26;.7) Seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee, John 21:1; 8) 500 at once,1 Corinthians 15:6; 9) Paul after His ascension, 
Acts 9:3-6,17; 10) John while on Patmos, Revelation 1:10. While the sacred bones of many of the world’s great spiritual leaders are kept 
guarded in their own respected sarcophagus, the garden tomb where Jesus was placed has been empty for two thousand years! 
 

A Blood Washed Church!: Jesus announced to His disciples, in Matthew 16, of His church which He would build and the gates of hell 
would not prevail against it. Soon thereafter His church was born on the Day of Pentecost with 120 being baptized in the Holy Spirit, 
speaking in languages they had not learned from man. Three thousand of the crowd who had gathered to decipher what seemed to some 
as drunkenness or disorder with the newly-filled believers, were smitten with conviction and converted to Christianity after hearing the 
stirring message from the apostle Peter. That increase was followed by thousands of others becoming Christ-followers following the 
healing of the lame man at Gate Beautiful. Some translations say the number of believers was increased to five thousand, while other 
translations say it was actually five thousand more who repented and accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior. Luke reports how the Lord, 
“added to the church daily such as should be saved,” (Acts 2:47b) but then writes, “And the word of God increased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7 KJV). Luke gives 
yet another insight of the thriving church in Acts 17:6b when the angry Jewish mob dragged Jason and other believers to the leaders of 
the city shouting, “These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.” In 2020, Pew Research estimated the number of 
Christians worldwide to be around 2.38 billion. In 2023 it was reported, “There will be over 2.6 billion Christians worldwide by the mid-
dle of 2023 and around 3.3 billion by 2050,” according to a report published in early January by the Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary. According to Pulitzer Center, 35,000 people become Pentecostal or “Born again” 
every day. Christians have been maligned, incarcerated, persecuted and killed by the hundreds of thousands since the Church was born, 
yet the body of Christ continues to march in victory in the strength of the Lord and the power of His might because of our risen Savior!   
 

A Defeated Foe: Every believer who lives and walks in the Spirit can testify to the fact that the devil was defeated by the sinless life, the 
unblemished sacrifice, and the glorious resurrection of Jesus! Paul’s letter to the church in Colosse states, “[God] disarmed the principal-
ities and powers that were ranged against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and in 
it [the cross]” (Colossians 2:15 KJV).  Not only are Christians cleansed from their sin, we’ve been delegated power and authority over 
Satan! There’s never been a bigger loser than the devil! He’s an ex-employee of Heaven! Our Commander has charged believers to in-
vade the enemy’s territory with miraculous signs accompanying the Word of God, cast out demons in Jesus’ name, lay hands on the sick 
and they will be healed and more (Mark 16:17-18). “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 
of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.” 

Proof of the Resurrected Christ, Psalm 24:7-10 

Billy & Bettye 

Nickell 



Director of Church Ministries 
 

Lessons Taken From March Madness 

I have shared a few of these thoughts before, but I felt that they are worth repeating. March 
Madness is just a few weeks away, and it is the Holy Grail for college basketball fans. One 

study has estimated that March Madness costs employers $3.8 billion or more in lost productiv-
ity. Fifty-eight million viewers will watch online on each of the 16 business days of the tourna-
ment. For about four weeks, it is wall-to-wall NCAA Basketball coverage. Sixty-Four teams 

compete against each other until there are only two teams left, which will determine who will 
be the National Champions. It is always interesting to see who will emerge on top. Whether 
you are a basketball fan or not, there are some valuable lessons that can be learned.  
 

1) Basketball is a team sport. A basketball team consists of five players: the point guard, shooting guard, small for-

ward, power forward and the center. Each of these positions have unique responsibilities that complement each other. 
Every believer has been equipped with talents and abilities to help build up the Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12: 5-7 

(NLT) states, “There are different kinds of service in the church, but it is the same Lord we are serving. There 

are different ways God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work through all of us. A spiritual 
gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church.” 
 

2) The rebounder is just as important as the shooter. Even the best shooters miss about 50% of their shots. The key 
to succeeding in life and ministry is not to never fail at anything, but to rebound after what we perceive to be a failure. 
Proverbs 24:16 (NIV) declares, “For though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are 

brought down by calamity.” The great Michael Jordan, in his career, missed approximately 51% of his shot attempts, 
but when the game was on the line you wanted him to have the ball.  
 

3) You will be fouled and you will foul others. Life is violent sometimes. You will get bumped and bruised. People 

will hurt us and let us down and let’s face it, we will hurt others and let people down from time to time as well. In Mat-

thew 18:21-22 we read, “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? Up to seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times.’” We have been forgiven for so much that we should willingly offer forgiveness to others. ( Read Matthew 18:23
-35) 
 

4) It’s what you do away from the crowds that matters. Many times a game will come down to the last shot. The 

thing that separates the average player from the exceptional player is the amount of time they are willing to put in be-
hind the scenes. You don’t want the game to rest on you making a free-throw and yet you have been skipping free-throw 
practice. God gives us the talents but He expects us to cultivate them. David would not have been ready to go against 
Goliath if he hadn’t first gone against the lion and the bear.    
 

5) Only God knows what the future 

holds.  Roughly 70 million brackets are 
filled out each year. My bracket has usu-

ally imploded before the first round is 
completed. There is always at least one 
team that comes out of nowhere and 

pulls out the upset. We need to plan for 
the future, but trust the Lord for the out-
come. In Isaiah 46:10 (NLT) God de-

clared, “Only I can tell you what is go-

ing to happen even before it happens. 

Everything I plan will come to pass, 
for I do whatever I wish.” 

 

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  

Around West Texas 

Available for Ministry: 
   Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 
   Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 
   Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 
   Danny Brown  806.577.3580 
   Brad Froese  806.928.2815 
   Edward Garner 240.419.4736 
   Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 
   Mike Matheny 806.200.9959 
   Phil McGechie 918.541.8882 
   J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 
   Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 
   David Sasse  806.300.8717 
   Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 

Churches West Texas Bible Institute Ministers       

 

March 16, 2024 
Certified: Intro to Theology 

Licensed: Evangelism 
Ordained: The Corinthian 

 Correspondence 
 

February 10, 2024 
Certified: Old Testament Survey 

     Licensed: Prison Epistles 
     Ordained: The Pentateuch 

 

*Last day to register is for the 
April class is March 29.  

 

Open Church List  
& 

Relaunch Opportunities 
 

    *Sunray, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
      P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
      Phone: 806.922.2840 
 

    *Plains, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
      1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
      Phone: 325.575.2861 
 

   **Spur, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Raymond Mizelle, Presbyter 
      408 Broad Way, Roaring Springs,  
      TX 79256 Phone: 806.422.1092 
 

    *Fort Stockton, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Mike Hanks, Presbyter 
      100 West Wadley, Midland, TX 79705 
      Phone: 432.528.8592 
 

  **Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
      Contact: Nick Hester 
      2717 58th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 
      Phone: 832.275.1611 
 

   *District Affiliated Church 
 

** Relaunch Opportunity 

Transferred Out: 

   Kaylene Burns (O) Oklahoma 

Change in Credentials: 

   Tyler Hines, License 

Newly Credentialed: 

   Julie Correia, Certified 

New Baby 
Shyanne & Jason Maloney and 

their son T.J.  
welcomed a new baby boy into 

their family. 
Mason Andrew was born on 

February 9, 2024.  
  

Shyanne is a credentialed 
minister with the West 
Texas District. Shyanne 
and Jason are on staff at 
Pleasant Hills Children’s 

Home.  

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the families of LaVada Waters & Gwen 
Hodge. LaVada stepped into the presence of the Lord on February 19, 2024. 
LaVada is the mother of Damon Akins, an Ordained Minister with the West Tex-
as District, who along with his wife Stacy, serve as Lead Pastor, First Assembly 
of God, Dumas, Texas.  
 

Gwen Hodge entered the gates of heaven on February 26. Gwen and her late hus-
band, Ben Hodge Jr, served faithfully for many years as Lead Pastors of Bethel 
Family Ministries in El Paso. She is the mother of Benny Hodge, III, who is an 
Ordained Minister with the West Texas District, who along with his wife Cindy, 
followed in his father’s footsteps and for many years has served as Lead Pastor at 
Bethel. She is also the mother of Marsha Cardenas, a License Minister with the 
West Texas District, who along with her husband 
Ron, are involved in ministry at Bethel Family 
Ministries.  
 

Please be in prayer for the families of LaVada 
Waters and Gwen Hodge that as they walk 
through the process of grief, they will be comfort-
ed by the Holy Spirit.  

Prayer Requests: Cara Lynn McWilliams, upcoming carpal tunnel surgery in 
two places in right arm; Janice Middaugh, knee replacement surgery; Becky 
Nenstiel, cancer; Chuck & Judy Redger, healing; Rey Rodriquez, Muscular 
Dystropy; Luther Foster, health issues; Annette Newberry, Dementia; George 
& Janice Mullen, health issues and strength; Regina Gonzalez, autoimmune dis-
ease; Brenda Van Hoose, autoimmune disease; Perry Shuffield, health issues; 
Mylinda Wood, (sister of Tracy McWilliams), ALS; Patsy Anderson, (mother of 
Kevin Anderson), heart issues; and Sue Stevens, (mother of Darla Anderson), De-
mentia.  

 

Save the Date 

2024 Celebration/District Council 
 

July 15 - 17 

Christian Life Assembly of God 

5917 66th Street 

Lubbock, Texas 

New Pastors: 

   Pampa, New Life Assembly of God 

      Donna & Todd Carnagey 



Christina Sattesahn 
Women of Purpose  

Director 








