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Upward In Worship, Inward in Discipleship, Outward in Evangelism 

School is out and families are making arrangements for summer activities for their 
children. One of the highlights of the summer season should include a week at either 
a Kids Camp or Youth Camp at Roaring Springs Camp and Conference Center. 
 

Our District Youth Directors, Nick and Alicia Rogers, and their staff have worked 
hard to arrange for speakers and make the necessary updates to the camp in prepara-
tion for our youth from across West Texas to have an encounter with God. 
 

As I reflect on my experiences at Youth Camp it is with much appreciation to those 
who invested their time and energy into those camps. For me, though it has now 
been years ago since I was a camper, what the Lord did for me during those days 
still remains part of who I am today. I thank the Lord, my parents, and my church 
family for giving me the opportunity to have those encounters with God during that 
season in my life. 

 

In the Annual Report, Pastor Nick shared of some of the things which occurred during the 2022 camping season. Of 
the 745 kids and youth who attended camps, 368 of them reported having accepted Christ as their Savior. Praise the 
Lord for using the camp speakers and staff to speak into these lives and see the beginning of a transformation in them. 
Now is the time to continue to speak into the lives of these new converts and show them what walking out their salva-
tion experience is all about. To God be the glory! 
 

Often during the devotion times and time spent around the altars there are a number of young people who rededicate 
their lives to the Lord. During the 2022 summer camps 308 campers took this step of faith. It is so vitally important 
that as adults in their lives we show them how to keep ourselves in the Word of God and times of prayer in order to 
be strengthened in our walk with the Lord. Join me as we set aside time to pray for these young people that their com-
mitment to the Lord will be a lifelong experience of faithfulness. 
 

It was gratifying to read of the 394 young people who were baptized in the Holy Spirit with the initial physical evi-
dence of speaking in other tongues. As a Pentecostal Fellowship it is vitally important that we see the next generation 
of Pentecostals develop a love for the presence of the Holy Spirit and His work in their lives. With so many of the 
next generation walking away from a relationship with the Lord it is critical that all our church family is baptized in 
the Holy Spirit and utilize the benefits of His presence as we all face the forces of hell. The Holy Spirit is needed 
more now than ever before as the society of our world moves further from the principles of the Word of God. Encour-
age our young people to not only be baptized in the Holy Spirit but to walk in His presence daily. 
 

One final part of Pastor Nick’s report was that during the 2022 summer camps, 164 young people acknowledged a 
call to ministry. These individuals need our special attention in prayer as they begin to navigate the process of walk-
ing out that calling. Our encouragement to them to follow close the Lord is a necessity in these beginning stages of 
their lives. I recall vividly the call of God on my life as a teenager. It was so important for me to have family and 
friends who believed in what I felt the Lord had called me to do and to not only give encouragement but also to make 
a place for me to get the experience which I needed. As parents, pastors, teachers, leaders and friends of these young 
people, take the time to pray for and speak positive words of encouragement into their lives. Some of these young 
people will be the church leaders, pastors and leaders in our fellowship in years to come.   
 

Let me encourage you Pastor to give an opportunity during an upcoming gathering of your church family to hear 
some of the testimonies of these young people and allow them to express appreciation to your church family for mak-
ing their summer camp experience possible. 
 

We are praying and believing the Lord that the 2023 Camp season will be the greatest for all our youth! 
 

Kids Camp 1: May 31 – June 3,  Ryan Hughes, Camp Speaker 
Youth Camp 1: June 5 – 9,  Eddie Nesby, Camp Speaker 
Kids Camp 2: July 12 – 15,  Scott Berkey, Camp Speaker 

Youth Camp 2: July 17 – 21,  Josh Wellborn, Camp Speaker 
 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

 From the Heart of the                              

District Superintendent 
 Summer Youth & Kids Camps 



District Secretary/Treasurer 
Thirteen years ago this past April the West Texas District ministers and churches convened in Lubbock, Texas at 
the district headquarters on Wayne Avenue for the eightieth District Council. Many of us will long remember the 
year and the events of the council for a number of notable things that occurred. Dr. George Wood, the General 
Superintendent of the Assemblies of God, was the honored speaker. Rev. Forest and Wanda Srader and Rev. 
Robert and Ann Slaton were honored for fifty years as ordained ministers of the Assemblies of God. Reed and 
Gwendolyn Gipson, Ethel Wooten, and Bill and Marie Boyd were also recognized for their distinguished service 
of fifty years, but were unable to attend. 2010 was also the year Rev. Robert Slaton resigned his position as the 
District Superintendent of the West Texas District and the voting body elected Rev. Glenn Beaver as the new 
District Superintendent and Rev. Billy Nickell as the District Secretary/Treasurer. Soon after, Celebration was 
born combining District Council and Campmeeting together, and later incorporating the School of Ministry, all 
into one convocation. Fast forward to 2023, June 12 to June 14, the date for our district’s Celebration. (This will 
be the ninety-third District Council for the West Texas District.) The school year will have concluded for most, 
summer schedules will allow greater flexibility, and opportunity to come together as a body of believers will 
afford rewards for those who make their way to Amarillo’s First Family Church. We welcome you and we trust 
you will make plans to join others of our fellowship for this time of Celebration.  
 

The context of Hebrews 10:24-25 is certainly not apples for apples when compared to attending Celebration 2023. The book of Hebrews, 
believed to be written from Rome around 68 A.D., along with Galatians and 2 Timothy, addresses an element of believers most of us 
cannot identify with. Pastor and author, Charles R. Swindoll, states in his Study Bible the following remarks about the apostle Paul’s 
words to individuals and families who were experiencing severe persecutions, “You see, the letter was written to first-century ‘street peo-
ple.’ It was addressed to folks who had lost their homes and many of their loved ones. Many, in fact, were facing the very real fact that 
they could lose their own lives because they were Christians.” Coming together for church meant taking their life into their own hands! 
Being fully aware of the danger his audience faced, Paul boldly says, “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of 
his return is drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT). While we are not suffering persecution as the audience Paul wrote, the coming 
together of believers of like faith has never been more important! As we await the soon return of our Lord and Savior, the need to come 
together continues to yield benefits for those who set aside time and resources to participate in this upcoming gathering. Here are a few 
reason you should join us in Amarillo for Celebration 2023. 
 

Join us for Celebration 2023 as we celebrate our faith. The spiritual dynamic of believers of like faith coming together and anticipat-
ing a visitation from Heaven is indisputable. If the average person over the course of a day generates between 6,000 and 10,000 BTUs, 
imagine the spiritual BTUs emitted when believers of like faith come together in celebratory prayer, praise, worship and the anointed 
ministry of the Word! Celebration is an occasion for pastors and churches to “contend for the faith that was once delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3 KJV). Contend is translated from a Greek word that means, “to fight for or in reference to something.” The synonym for 
the word is, “to contend in games or to fight in war.” It is my opinion that we do not celebrate achievements enough, whether birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduations and certainly our precious salvation. Jude begins his brief letter by exhorting, “Dear friends, I’ve dropped eve-
rything to write you about this life of salvation that we have in common. I have to write insisting—begging!—that you fight with every-
thing you have in you for this faith entrusted to us as a gift to guard and cherish” (Jude 3 The Message). The subject of the believer’s 
faith is addressed, especially in the New Testament. Writing to encourage Christians, Paul writes, “Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. 
Be courageous. Be strong” (1 Corinthians 16:13 NLT). Christians need to be around other Christians, especially in these dark days when 
Christianity is under attack. A 2020 Pew Research Center study found about sixty-four-percent of Americans call themselves Christian 
today, greatly down from fifty years ago when that number was ninety-percent. The same survey projects the possibility of the Christian 
majority in the US disappearing by 2070.  
 

The celebration of our faith will begin on Monday evening at 5:00 in the gym with a Light for the Lost Banquet, acknowledging pastors 
and churches who helped to make a difference by their generosity to LFTL in 2022. Your faith will be furthered strengthened during the 
Monday evening Ordination Service as Bro. Glenn Beaver delivers the keynote message for our ordination candidates, challenging them 
to holiness, faithfulness and excellence in every area of life. Emphasis will also be given to those who have been ordained for fifty years, 
followed by a reception for honorees of both. Tuesday morning will begin with prayer and then a Memorial Service with communion and 
a word from Jesus Gomez. Southwestern Assemblies of God University will host an alumni lunch in the gym and the District Council 
Business Session will begin at 2:00. Tuesday evening will host a Speed the Light and BGMC Banquet celebrating the achievements in 
the previous year made possible by the benevolence of our West Texas constituents. The evening will be a Celebration Service with Rev. 
Rick Dubose, the Assistant General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God, as the speaker. His message will be powerful, timely, and 
anointed!  Wednesday morning will open with prayer at 9:00. At 10:00 our 2023 School of Ministry will be in the gym featuring Dr. 
Robert Crosby, Executive Director of Emerge Ministries. (Dr. Crosby will be making himself available for no charge for ministers and 
wives who would like to visit with him during his time with us.) The noon hour will be a luncheon hosted by the West Texas Women of 
Purpose as they share the successes of 2022 and the vision of 2023 and beyond. You will be challenged! Wednesday afternoon will af-
ford one final session for the School of Ministry followed by the closing missions emphasis service at 7:00 and a stirring message from 
Rev. Rick Dubose. A PK party will follow the service. “Why,” you ask, “has your space in the Tidings been given to reiterate what has 
been advertised and promoted by our district office?” The answer is, to accentuate the celebration of our faith! From the banquets to the 
business and from the blessing to the benediction all are components of something far greater than a mere meeting! This will be a cele-
bration of our faith!  
  
Join us for Celebration 2023 as we celebrate our fellowship. The dictionary defines fellowship as, “friendliness and companionship 
based on shared interests, a group of people meeting to pursue a shared interest or aim.” Scripture is clear on the wonderful ingredient of 
Christian fellowship. Times such as Celebration allow opportunities FaceBook, Twitter, and even Zoom calls cannot yield. There is 
something about the chemistry of believers of like faith visiting between services and having a meal together that bonds relationships like 
nothing else. Scripture speaks of the blessing of Christian fellowship throughout the New Testament - with the Lord and with fellow 
Christians. Luke gives the importance the early church placed on this holy commodity, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42 KJV). In John’s first short letter of the three he writes, “But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin” (1 John 1:7 KJV). Mark your calendar, pack your automobile or RV and join us as we celebrate the glorious fellowship we have 
as the body of Christ!  
 

Join us for Celebration 2023 as we celebrate our future. God has a great future awaiting West Texas pastors and churches who pas-
sionately seek Him. Celebration facilitates vision for the future from the ministry of the Word, the praise and worship, and even the busi-
ness sessions. We have something of great value to pass on to the next generation, but we must keep alive “the things that remain.” We 
are looking for you to join us at Amarillo’s First Family Church (6101 S. Bell) for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit as we celebrate 
together . . . our faith, our fellowship, and our future.     

Join Us In Amarillo For 2023 Celebration, Hebrews 10:24-25 

Billy & Bettye 

Nickell 

Director of Church Ministries 
 

Understanding The Father’s Heart 

“So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him. The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 
'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to cele-
brate.” (Luke 15:20-24 NIV). 
 

Countless messages have been preached from this text and most of the time we focus our atten-
tion upon the Prodigal Son. But I would like us to examine the heart of the father more closely. It is important to under-
stand the backdrop behind this parable. Luke 15 opens up by stating that the religious leaders were up in arms because 
Jesus was hanging around with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus responds to their accusations by telling three parables; 
“the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son.” With each parable, that which was lost becomes more valuable 
and rare. It goes from one sheep in one hundred; one coin in ten, and one son in two. As you work through this story, 
there’s no question that the father represents God the Father. Let’s take a closer look at the Father’s Heart. 
 

First we see, the Grief of the Father. “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 
'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them” (Luke 15:11-12 NIV). For a 
young man to go to his father and demand his share of the estate before his father had passed was the equivalent of say-
ing, “I wish you were dead.” Hearing those words must have shot through the father’s heart like a dagger. The younger 
son was chapping under the authority of the father. He wanted to do things his way. He is an image of the human race. 
Like this young man, we were created to spend a lifetime in the presence of the Father; however, we rebelled and we no 
longer wanted to be under the Father’s watchful care. The younger son took off to a far country and wasted his inher-
itance on prodigal living, but he quickly realized that the things of the world can’t replace a relationship with the father. 
The Prodigal Son finally came to himself and he longed to back home. As he made the long trek back home, I’m sure 
that he must have had his doubts as to whether the father would accept him back after causing so much embarrassment 
to his family. The Bible says, even when the younger son was still a long ways off, his father saw him, ran to him, threw 
his arms around him, and kissed him. Many people have struggled with the thought of whether God would accept them, 
but Jesus forever settled that question. Yes, God will take you back!  
 

Next, we see the Gifts of the Father. The father put a robe on his son which represents the robe of righteousness that 
we receive once we have accepted Jesus into our lives. The father gave his son a ring which represents the believer’s 
authority. The father then placed shoes on his feet. In Biblical times, slaves were not allowed to wear shoes. Shoes were 
only worn by individuals who were free.  
 

Finally, we see the Generosity of the Father. The younger son did not expect to be brought back into the family. The 
father not only loaded his son down with gifts, but he also had a party to celebrate his homecoming. Jesus revealed the 
heart of God the Father. He is gracious and kind to saints and sinners alike. In 1973, Tony Orlando sang a hit song enti-
tled, “Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree.” There have been many renditions of this story over the years. 
One of them goes like this. A young man had a major falling out with his father and he set off on his own. He quickly 
got into trouble and ended up going to prison for two years. Three weeks before he was to be released, he sent a letter to 
his father. In that letter he apologized for his behavior and expressed his desire to come back home. Knowing that the 
bus would go right past his parent’s homestead, he stated, “If you will take me back just tie a white ribbon on the old 
tree out in the front yard. If the ribbon is not there, I will stay on the bus and stay out of your lives forever." As the bus 
neared his street, the young man became more and more anxious 
to the point that he was afraid to look out the window because he 
was sure there would be no ribbon. After listening to his story, a 
woman traded seats with him and said that she would look for 
him. As the bus passed by his parent’s house, she touched the 
young man on the shoulder and choking back tears said, “Look! 
Oh, look! The whole tree is covered with white ribbons!” God 
did better than simply hanging out a white ribbon to show His 
acceptance of us. “For this is how God loved the world: He 
gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NLT).     

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  



Around West Texas 
Churches West Texas Bible Institute Ministers       

New Pastors: 
     Childress, First AG 
           Pastors: Justin & Kari Brown 
New Church: 
     El Paso, Iglesia Peniel 
           Pastor: Maria Rosario Correa 

 

Open Church List & 
Relaunch Opportunities 

 

  **Dalhart, First Assembly of God  
    *Pampa, New Life Assembly of God 
    *Sunray, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
      P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
      Phone: 806.922.2840 
    *Plains, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
      1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
      Phone: 325.575.2861 
  **Spur,  First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Raymond Mizelle, Presbyter 
      408 Broad Way, Roaring Springs,  
      TX 79256 Phone: 806.422.1092 
    *Imperial, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Mike Hanks, Presbyter 
      100 West Wadley, Midland, TX 79705 
      Phone: 432.528.8592 
    *Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
      Contact: Glenn R. Beaver 
      P.O. Box 64778, Lubbock, TX 79464 
      Phone: 806.792.5835 
 

   *District Affiliated Church 
** Relaunch Opportunity 

Transferred In: 
    Jordan Davis (L) North Texas 
 

Available for Ministry: 
   Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 
   Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 
   Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 
   Eric Brooks  940.473.1297 
   Danny Brown  806.577.3580 
   Brad Froese  806.928.2815 
   Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 
   Mike Matheny 806.200.9959 
   J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 
   Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 
   David Sasse  806.300.8717 
   Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 
   Justin Unwin  806.220.3200 

June 24, 2023 

     Certified: Intro to Hermeneutics 

     Licensed: Intro to Homiletics 

    Ordained: Preaching in Cultural  

                       Context 

Praise Report: On May 2, 2023, Glenn Beaver, the West Texas District Superin-
tendent, had a reverse replacement of his right shoulder and has not had any pain at 
all since leaving the hospital the next day. Praise the Lord!  
 

Prayer Requests: Regina Gonzalez, recovery from stomach surgery and autoim-
mune disease; Becky Nenstiel, cancer; Mylinda Wood, (sister of Tracy 
McWilliams), ALS; Chuck & Judy Redger, healing; Rey Rodriquez, Muscular 
Dystropy; Luther Foster, health issues; Annette Newberry, Dementia; George & 
Janice Mullen, health issues and strength; Brenda Van Hoose, autoimmune dis-
ease; Perry Shuffield, health issues; Patsy Anderson, (mother of Kevin Anderson), 
heart issues; and Sue Stevens, (mother of Darla Anderson), Dementia.  



 

Register by June 12, 2023 

to get one of the rooms reserved for our group.  

If you wait until after this day, a room is not guaranteed. 

Join ministers from the 

North Texas, South Texas and West Texas Districts 

for this cruise! 

 



Phil 
McGechie 

Men’s Ministries  
Director 






