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Upward In Worship, Inward in Discipleship, Outward in Evangelism 

According to John 16:33, Jesus recognized that we live in “A GOOD FRIDAY WORLD!” “These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” He also wants us to recognize that we can still 
have “AN EASTER FAITH!” The Amplified Bible records His words this way: “In the world you 
have tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confi-
dent, certain, undaunted]! For I have overcome the world. [I have deprived it of power to harm you 
and have conquered it for you.]” People face many of these things in our world today because we live 
in a “GOOD FRIDAY WORLD!” But let me remind you that we have HOPE in Jesus! 
 
All four Gospel writers record the events around the resurrection of Christ. Biblical scholars say that 
for the first 400 years of Christianity there was more preaching about the resurrection than there was 
about the cross. Could it be the early Christians needed to understand the stone was not rolled away 
from the tomb to let Jesus out but rather to let the world in to confirm the resurrection? We may live 
in A GOOD FRIDAY WORLD but we can HAVE AN EASTER FAITH! 
 
Some of my remarks come from an article written by Michael Horban in the Pentecostal Evangel 
April 7, 1996. First of all let’s consider, The Position of the Resurrected Christ. Jesus is no longer 
hanging on the cross or laying in the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arimathea or forever held by death. 
The writer of Hebrews 1:3 states, “Christ is seated at the right hand of the majesty on high.” Also, 

Paul wrote to the church in Rome in 8:34 “...it is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again who is even at the right hand of God…” His 
position is one of exultation, and as Revelations 5:11-12 declares, “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne 
and [the voice] of the living creatures and the elders; and they numbered myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands (innumerable), say-
ing in a loud voice, ‘Worthy and deserving is the Lamb that was sacrificed to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.’” 
 
Second, let’s consider THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTED CHRIST. Jesus stated and Matthew recorded His words in 28:18, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” The power of the resurrected Christ will save all who will believe on Him. Hebrews 7:25a 
states, “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come to God by Him…” Christ has the power to forgive sin, cleanse 
from sin and keep us from sin. He also has given us power through the baptism in the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist said and Luke 3:16 rec-
ords it, “I indeed baptize you with water, but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” The power of the resurrected Christ makes way for the Holy Spirit to be our continual Com-
forter, Counselor, Helper and Standby. The power of the resurrected Christ will not only provide for us, He is ever interceding for us. He-
brews 7:25b, “...seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Paul wrote it this way to the church in Rome chapter 8 verse 34, “Who 
is He that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who maketh intercession for 
us.” This is why we can “Come boldly unto the throne of grace and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” Hebrews 4:16. One 
final aspect of the power of the resurrected Christ is that He has power over sin and death. Colossians 2:15 (Amplified), “[God] disarmed the 
principalities and powers against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and in it [the 
cross].” Michael Horban wrote, “Jesus had raised the dead, restored sight to the blind, made the lame to walk, cleansed the lepers and cured 
the sick of all manner of diseases. Despite all these signs the religious leaders of His day clamored for more. To settle the matter once and for 
all, Jesus told them His ultimate sign was till coming - the sign of the prophet Jonah. Jonah had been inside a big fish for 3 days and 3 nights, 
but emerged alive. Jesus said, “So shall the son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth,” Matthew 12:40. Jesus physi-
cal resurrection from the dead is not theology; it is history. The resurrection sets Jesus apart from all other earthly religious teachers. Buddha 
is dead; Confucius is dead; Mohammed is dead. JESUS and JESUS alone has returned from the grave. And that means that the last miserable 
enemy - DEATH - has been vanquished.” This brings to light Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, “...Death is swallowed up in victory! 
O Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, where is thy victory?” The POWER OF THE RESURRECTION has given us the Victory! 
 
Third, consider OUR POSITION IN THE RESURRECTED CHRIST. As we consider our position in the resurrected Christ remember, 
we are hid in Christ, Colossians 3:3, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” We will appear in glory with Christ, Colos-
sians 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” We are made alive in Christ, Ephesians 
2:1, [Amplified] “And you [He made alive when you] were [spiritually] dead and separated from Him because of your transgressions 
andsins.” And one final aspect of our position in the resurrected Christ is, we are made to sit with Christ in heavenly places, Ephesians 2:6-7, 
[Amplified] “And He raised us up together with Him [when we believed], and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, [because we are] in 
Christ Jesus, [and He did this] so that in the ages to come He might [clearly] show the im-
measurable and unsurpassed riches of His grace in [His] kindness toward us in Christ Jesus 
[by providing for our redemption].” 
 
As we celebrate this Easter season, let’s keep in mind, The POSITION of the resurrected 
Christ; The POWER of the resurrected Christ; and OUR POSITION in the resurrected 
Christ! 
 

We have: 
AN EASTER FAITH IN A GOOD FRIDAY WORLD! 

Because 
“HE IS RISEN” 

 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

 From the Heart of the                              

District Superintendent 
 An Easter Faith In A Good Friday World 

The family of Jean Castleman Eads wishes to 
express our appreciation for all the prayers, 
calls, emails, texts, flowers and love that was 
expressed to us during the passing of our 
mother. Thanks also to the ministers who 
took the time out of their busy schedule to 
attend the service for Mom. You will never 
know how much your presence meant to the 
family. Please pray for us as we continue 
through life without the mother who loving 
guided us with wisdom and prayers. 
 

Glenn & Betty (Castleman) Beaver 
Lonnie & Carol (Castleman) Fortner 

Milton & Emily Castleman 
Kevin & Kerri Castleman 



District Secretary/Treasurer 
The Risen Christ, 1 Corinthians 15:1-28 

Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth deals with a number of issues that were affecting the health of the local 
body. Corinth was a wild and wooly cosmopolitan area known for its idolatry and immorality. The humanistic 
thinking of the city had made inroads into the church and created issues that could only be solved through spiritu-
al oversight. The tone of Paul’s letter changes near the completion of this epistle when the apostle devotes the 
fifteenth chapter to the resurrection of Jesus and the subsequent resurrection of those who die in the faith. Keep 
in mind, the doctrine of the resurrection was totally foreign to Greek thought. In fact, there existed no technical 
words in Greek to describe it until Jesus rose from the dead, an event that became the cornerstone of the Church! 
Easter is a most special day of joy and celebration around the world, deemed a most significant Christian holy 
day. At this occasion, we remember not only the great sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, we also rejoice in His tri-
umph over the power of sin and death, enabling us to have eternal life. As early American clergyman Phillips 
Brooks accurately noted, speaking of Easter, “Let every man and woman count himself immortal. Let him catch 
the revelation of Jesus in His resurrection. Let him say not merely, ‘Christ is risen,’ but ‘I shall rise.’” In this 
chapter, Paul first establishes the resurrection of Jesus as a historic fact in verses 1-11. He then shows that the 
Christian faith is centered on the resurrection of Christ in verses 12-18 and ties those things to the culmination of 
God’s plan to establish His rule through Christ over all things in verses 19-29. How blessed to know the truth of 
Alfred H. Ackley’s hymn, He Lives! “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today. I know that He is living 

whatever men may say; I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, and just the time I need Him He’s always near. He lives, He 
lives, Christ Jesus lives today, He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. He lives, He lives, salvation to impart; you 
ask me how I know He lives, He lives within my heart.” Stanley E. Jones wrote in his devotional, Abundant Living, “The early church 
did not say in dismay, ‘ Look what the world has come to,’ but in delight, ‘Look what has come to the world!’” Here are three biblical 
truths every believer can stand on as we celebrate the resurrection of our Savior on Easter and every day of the year. 
 
The Proclamation of the Resurrection. The announcement that Jesus would come forth from the dead had been clearly and publically 
articulated before He was arrested by the Roman soldiers or sentenced to death by Pilate. John records Jesus entering the Temple in Jeru-
salem early in His ministry and cleansing it of the egregious money changers who were taking advantage of those who had come to The 
Feast Of Passover. If the people brought their own sacrifice to the Temple for this religious festival the greedy priests would declare it 
unfit and require them to buy one of theirs that was outrageously priced. However, before they could buy an “acceptable” sacrifice from 
the Temple stable, many of the people had to exchange their money into the local currency. To do so, they were charged excessively by 
the same covetous priests. This was why Jesus turned over the tables and labeled the money changers “thieves,” provoking the Jews to 
ask for a sign from him to vouch for His authority to take such measures. Jesus’ answer was, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up” (John 2:19 KJV). When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, he indicted the attentive crowd for crucifying Jesus. He 
then went on to say, “Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death…” (Acts 2:24a KJV). As someone has appropriately 
stated, “The good news is the bad news is wrong.” Two-thousand years later the proclamation of His victory over hell and the grave con-
tinues to be the hope of the world! Robert Louis Stevenson, the great Scottish author who wrote Treasure Island, was accustomed to bed-
ridden illness. Although frequently ill, he remained eternally optimistic. One day, his wife approached him after a terrible coughing spell 
and remarked, “I expect you still believe it’s a wonderful day?” Stevenson confidently replied, “I do. I will never permit a row of medi-
cine bottles to block my horizon.” We can focus on the medicine bottles, the bills, the disappointments of life, the conflicts and the hard-
ship, or we can keep our sights set on the proclamation of the angels, “He is not here. He is alive.” 
 
The Proof of the Resurrection. Paul devotes a number of verses in this text as solid evidence of Jesus’ resurrection: “I passed on to you 
what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and 
he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, he was 
seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he was seen by James and 
later by all the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also say him.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-8 NLT). History 
proves Jesus Christ did in fact live, was crucified, died, and then rose again! The evidence is beyond debate! How do you explain the 
large and heavy stone that covered the entrance to the tomb being removed while being guarded by roman soldiers? Give a logical an-
swer for the unwrapped grave clothes left in the sepulcher looking like a cocoon - as if the body they once encased evaporated. Why the 
bribery of the Roman guards to lie, the empty tomb, and the many appearances of Jesus to His followers after His resurrection? Years 
ago a woman wrote the well-known radio preacher, J. Vernon McGee. Her letter said the following: “Our preacher said that on Easter 
Jesus just swooned on the Cross and that the disciples nursed him back to health. What do you think?” J. Vernon McGee replied, “Dear 
Sister, beat your preacher with a leather whip for thirty-nine heavy strokes. Nail him to a cross. Hang him in the sun for six hours. Run a 
spear through his heart. Embalm Him. Put Him in an airless tomb for three days. Then see what happens.” Thank God! We have the 
proclamation and the proof of the resurrection! 
 
The provision of the Resurrection. I read that in the early days of the automobile a man’s Model-T Ford stalled in the middle of the 
road. He couldn’t get it started no matter how hard he cranked nor how much he tried to advance the spark or adjust things under the 
hood. Just then a chauffeured limousine pulled up behind him and a wiry, energetic man stepped out from the back seat and offered his 
assistance. After tinkering for a few moments, the stranger said, “Now try it!” Immediately the engine leaped to life. The well-dressed 
individual then identified himself as Henry Ford. “I designed and built these cars,” he said, “so I know what to do when something goes 
wrong.” We serve the God who created and put into place all we have and all we are, and He is able to fix any and everything in our lives 
that’s been broken by sin! We have provision because of the resurrection! In the 18th century, the U.S. Congress issued a special edition 
of Thomas Jefferson’s Bible, otherwise known as, The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth. You may know that Jefferson excised all 
references to the supernatural out of his Bible so that his Bible simply contained the moral teachings of Jesus. The closing words of his 
Bible were, “There laid they Jesus and rolled a great stone at the mouth of the sepulcher and departed.” The resurrection is not a myth! 
The Savior promised it, the Spirit proved it, and the saints proclaimed it! John S. Whale said, “The gospels do not explain the resurrec-
tion; the resurrection explains the gospels. Belief in the resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith; it is the Christian faith.”  

Billy & Bettye 

Nickell 

Director of Church Ministries 
 

Psalm 23 And The Names Of God 

David wrote this Psalm to describe the ways the Lord restores, guides, leads and comforts. Da-
vid was a shepherd long before he was a king; therefore, he was well acquainted with what the 
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep under his care looked like. This Psalm reflects 
the nine covenant names of God. 
 
JEHOVAH-ROHI: The Lord is My Shepherd (Vs. 1a) - David uses the personal pronoun 
“my” to talk about his relationship to the Shepherd. He did not say, “The Lord is a Shepherd.” 
He did not say, “The Lord is the Shepherd.” He said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
 
JEHOVAH-JIREH: The Lord is My Provider - “I shall not want” (Vs. 1b). The Shepherd 
provides for every need. No lack is experienced. God not only sees our needs, but He also provides. The Apostle Paul 
affirmed this in Philippians 4:19 when he said, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” Later, David proclaims, “My cup runs over” (Vs. 5b). He is the God of more than enough! 
 
JEHOVAH-SHALOAM: The Lord is My Peace - “He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me be-
side the still waters” (Vs. 2). Hungry, fearful, or agitated sheep will not lie down, which means that the shepherd must 
bring them to a place of quiet. Sheep will not drink from a running stream. They are not designed for swimming because 
of their heavy wool. The Shepherd looks for a gentle, flowing stream for refreshment because running water makes them 
skittish. 
 
JEHOVAH-RAPHI: The Lord is My Healer - “He restores my soul” (Vs. 3a). The word “restore” means to bring 
back to life. The Prophet Isaiah stated, “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui-
ties; The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Wounds are 
something that you can see, such as a cut. Wounds can represent physical healing. A bruise is something that is deep un-
der the skin, and it cannot always be seen. Bruises can represent inner healing: emotional, mental, and spiritual. 
 
JEHOVAH-TISIDKENU: The Lord is My Righteousness - “He leads me in paths of righteousness” (Vs. 3b). God 
will always lead us down a path that causes us to orbit Him. God is going to lead us on the right path. It is a straight 
path. Psalm 27:11 declares, “Teach me Your way, O Lord; lead me in a straight path.” 
 
JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH: The Lord is Present - “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me” (Vs. 4). David is not just talking 
about death, but any dark place we might find ourselves in. A dark valley could be financial, medical, relational, or spir-
itual. The greatest comfort to fearful sheep was to be in the presence of their shepherd. The Bible states that He will nev-
er leave us, nor forsake us. 
 
JEHOVAH-NISSI: The Lord is My Banner - “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies” (Vs. 
5). The word “mesa” in Spanish means “table.” This verse is talking about a plateau, or a grassy hillside in which sheep 
could graze without fear of attack from predators. 
 
JEHOVAH-M’KADDESH: The Lord is My Sanctifier - “You anoint my head with oil” (Vs. 5b). In the Bible, oil 
is a picture of the Holy Spirit who provides power, protection, and preservation. 
 
JEHOVAH-ELELYON: The Lord Most High - “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life” (Vs. 6a). Throughout the Psalm, David has portrayed the Shepherd as always being in front of His flock. You drive 
cattle, but you lead sheep. God is leading us, and He has two sheepdogs coming up behind us to offer protection. They 
are called “Goodness and Mercy.” The child of God never has to worry about what’s behind them, and they don’t have 
to worry about the future. David declared, “And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Vs. 6b). Our future 
home is a Promise, a Place, but most of all, it is a Person. One day, Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd, will gather all His 
sheep together and take them to their eternal home. 

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  



Around West Texas 
Churches West Texas Bible Institute Ministers       

Open Church List & 
Relaunch Opportunities 

 

      Childress, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Marilyn Jesse 
      P.O. Box 1077, Childress TX 79201 
      Phone: 940.585.7027 
  **Dalhart, First Assembly of God  
    *Pampa, New Life Assembly of God 
    *Sunray, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
      P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
      Phone: 806.922.2840 
    *Plains, First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
      1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
      Phone: 325.575.2861 
  **Spur,  First Assembly of God 
      Contact: Raymond Mizelle, Presbyter 
      408 Broad Way, Roaring Springs,  
      TX 79256 Phone: 806.422.1092 
    *Imperial, Assembly of God 
      Contact: Mike Hanks, Presbyter 
      100 West Wadley, Midland, TX 79705 
      Phone: 432.528.8592 
    *Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
      Contact: Glenn R. Beaver 
      P.O. Box 64778, Lubbock, TX 79464 
      Phone: 806.792.5835 
   *District Affiliated Church 
** Relaunch Opportunity 
 
 
 

Available for Ministry: 
   Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 
   Emilio Bustamante 432.385.5626 
   Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 
   Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 
   Eric Brooks  940.473.1297 
   Danny Brown  806.577.3580 
   Brad Froese  806.928.2815 
   Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 
   Mike Matheny  806.200.9959 
   J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 
   Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 
   David Sasse  806.300.8717 
   Marcus Tanner  903.330.1560 
   Justin Unwin  806.220.3200 
    

April 22, 2023 
 

     Certified: Old Testament Survey 
     Licensed: Evangelism 
    Ordained: The Pentateuch  

 

May 20, 2023 
     Certified: Life of Christ 
     Licensed: Romans 
    Ordained: Poetic Books 
 

Deadline to register for May classes is 
April 28th. Contact  Tracy McWilliams 
for more information.  

We express our sympathy to the families of Joe Robinson, Es-
telle McAdams and Bobbie Jean Eads. 
 

Joe Ray Robinson stepped into the presence of the Lord on 
March 22, 2023. Joe was one of our retired, ordained ministers. 
His ministry included pastoring, social worker, U.S. Missions, 
Dean of Students for both American Indian Bible College and 
Central Indian Bible College and, most recent, associate pastor 
of two of our district churches. 
 

Estelle McAdams passed from this earth on March 23, 2023. 
She is the mother of Lacy McAdams who, along with his wife 

Andrea, serve as Lead Pastors at First Assembly of God, Levelland, Texas.  
 

Bobbie Jean Eads stepped into the presence of the Lord on March 25, 2023. She is 
the mother of Betty Beaver and mother-in-law to Glenn Beaver, West Texas Dis-
trict Superintendent. Sis. Eads gave her heart to the Lord at a very young age and 
faithfully served Him in service beginning at the age of 15. Her faithful service in-
cluded teaching young boys and girls in Sunday School, Women’s Ministry Director, 
Youth Leader, VBS Director, Church Secretary, and filling the pulpit on occasion in 
relief of the Pastor. 
 
 

Please be in prayer for these families as they grieve the passing of their loved ones 
but also rejoice for them as they are now in the presence of the Lord. 

Prayer Requests: Luther Foster, is now at home with Hospice care; Becky 
Nenstiel, complete healing from cancer; Sondra Bocchieri, (retired World Mission-
ary and daughter of Kay Stafford), full recovery from a heart attack and surgery; Kay 
Stafford, full recovery from a stroke; Mylinda Wood, (sister of Tracy McWilliams), 
ALS; Annette Newberry, dementia; Regina Gonzalez,  medical issues and Anky-
losing Spondylitis (an autoimmune disease); Chuck & Judy Redger, complete heal-
ing and return of energy; Charlotte Boyd, Alzheimers; Rey Rodriquez, Muscular 
Dystropy; George Mullins, recovery from a stroke; Cliff Houghton, autoimmune 
disease, asthma; Patsy Anderson, (mother of Kevin Anderson), heart issues; Sue 
Stevens, (mother of Darla Anderson), Dementia; Brenda Van Hoose, Ankylosing 
Spondylitis (an autoimmune disease); and Perry Shuffield, healing & strength.   

AGUSM Chaplain, Duane Gryder is in 
need of the donation of a 16’ or 14' en-
closed tandem axle trailer with a back 
door ramp. If you have or know of some-
one who has this type of equipment and 
are willing to donate it to the ministry, 
please contact Duane Gryder at, 
duane@deserthighway.org or call 432-
557-8417. 








