
The Tragedy of Isolation 

Through the years I have endeav-
ored to be involved in the ministry 
and activities of the General Coun-
cil, District events, and Sectional 
gatherings. Too often we hear vari-
ous individuals complain about 
how they feel isolated from their 
colleagues in ministry. Remember 
friendship is a two-way street. 
There are times we must put forth a 
little effort to attend the meetings 
which are designed with us in 
mind. Isolation can result in a trag-
ic loss of right relationship with 
others of like precious faith.  
 

One of the reasons for my partici-
pation is that these gatherings is the 
other people who attend give me a 
sense of belonging. When Paul 
wrote to the Hebrew believers in 
Hebrews 10:23-25  he was doing 
more than just instructing them to 
go to church, he was giving them 
reasons for this important aspect of 
our Christian walk. “Let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful 
that promised;) And let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves togeth-
er, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day ap-
proaching.” 
 

In an age of Live Streaming, 
YouTube, Tweeting, Texting, Fa-
cebook and various other means of 
communication it is easy to miss 

the blessings and benefit of the ad-
monition in these verses. Every Pas-
tor has probably, at one time or an-
other quoted these verses in an effort 
to get the church family to be faith-
ful. 
 

Let’s consider a couple of things 
which can occur when we fail to ful-
fill the scriptures. First of all we fail 
to the receive all our colleagues have 
to offer in the way of encouragement 
or inspiration. As we attend General 
Council, District or Sectional meet-
ings we receive encouragement from 
each other. Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” He 
did not say it is not a blessing to re-
ceive. He was simply saying, if you 
want the greater blessing, be willing 
to give of your time, talent and treas-
ure. When we fail to attend various 
ministry gatherings we are robbing 
other attendees of the blessing we 
have to offer, if we were present and 
participating. When you fail to show 
up and be the blessing that God made 
you to be, you are not adding to all 
the parts which God intended there to 
be in the church. We also have an 
opportunity to give our influence into 
the lives of our colleagues who also 
attend these meetings. 
 

Then the tragedy of isolation is that 
we are foregoing the opportunity of 
receiving for other participants in 
these gatherings. Every Pastor and 
ministry leader knows all the prayer, 
forethought and work which goes 
into planning the various ministry 
gatherings. Part of the intangible 
parts of these gatherings is the work-
ing of the Holy Spirit in each of our 
lives which helps us contribute to the 
outcome of the whole process. Paul 
wrote in Corinthians 12:12-27, “For 
as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body: 
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spir-
it. For the body is not one member, 
but many. If the foot shall say, Be-
cause I am not the hand, I am not of 
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the body; is it therefore not of the 
body? And if the ear shall say, Be-
cause I am not the eye, I am not of 
the body; is it therefore not of the 
body? If the whole body were an 
eye, where were the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God set the 
members every one of them in the 
body, as it hath pleased him. And if 
they were all one member, where 
were the body? But now are they 
many members, yet but one body. 
And the eye cannot say unto the 
hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you.  Nay, much more those 
members of the body, which seem to 
be more feeble, are necessary: And 
those members of the body, which 
we think to be less honourable, upon 
these we bestow more abundant 
honour; and our uncomely parts 
have more abundant comeliness. For 
our comely parts have no need: but 
God hath tempered the body togeth-
er, having given more abundant hon-
our to that part which lacked. That 
there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should 
have the same care one for another. 
And whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the mem-
bers rejoice with it. Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in par-
ticular.” 
 

God understood the tragedy of isola-
tion, “And the Lord God said, ‘It is 
not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help meet 
for him’” Genesis 2:18. The princi-
ple of this verse is applicable in the 
context of this article. Our giving 
and receiving during our times to-
gether helps us avoid the tragedy of 
isolation! 
 
 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

District Secretary/Treasurer 
 The Uncontrollable Holy Spirit, Micah 2:1-7 

who brought revival to Azuza Street have His will and way and the 
anointing will destroy the yoke of bondage! What does the Lord mean 
and to whom does He speak when He says, “Is the spirit of the Lord 
straitened? First, I believe those words are a question to those who 
would control the Holy Spirit. 
 

Those who would control the Holy Spirit: The word that’s translat-
ed straitened means curtailed. It carries the connotation of being 
hemmed in, like a narrow gorge between rocks. It’s as if the Lord 
asks the people through the prophet Micah, “Do you think you can 
hold the Holy Spirit captive and make Him speak what you want Him 
to say and do what you want Him to do?” The sixth verse of the text 
indicates that was indeed the mind set of the false prophets. Hear their 
reaction to the unpopular messages God’s true prophets spoke con-
cerning Judah’s rebellion! “Don’t say such things,” the people re-
spond. “Don’t prophesy like that. Such disasters will never come our 
way!” (Micah 2:6 NLT). Paul foretells this to be a sign of the last 
days. “For the time is coming when [people] will not tolerate (endure) 
sound and wholesome instruction, but, having ears itching [for some-
thing pleasing and gratifying], they will gather to themselves one 
teacher after another to a considerable number, chosen to satisfy their 
own liking and to foster the errors they hold, And will turn aside from 
hearing the truth and wander off into myths and man-made fic-
tions” (2 Timothy 4:3-4 Amplified). Popes and priests have tried to 
silence His voice but the Wind of Heaven continues to blow around 
the world, even in countries that have outlawed Christianity!  Preach-
ers and parishioners have foolishly thought they could legislate Him 
from their ecclesiastical reach but the word of the prophet Joel re-
mains true, “I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh!” He’s the 
uncontrollable Holy Spirit!     
   

Those who rely on the Holy Spirit: My heart is strengthened with 
encouragement when I’m reminded the Holy Spirit cannot be strait-
ened/curtailed/hemmed in/confined by human weakness and inability. 
More than once I’ve taken the pulpit feeling empty and disconnected, 
in spite of study, prayer and fasting prefacing the time of ministry. In 
my spirit I’ve said, “Father, I don’t know how I can make it through 
this service,” only to hear Him say, “Do you think your weariness and 
feelings confine/hem in My Holy Spirit? Do you think your lack will 
keep Me from moving as I desire?” At that moment my spirit has 
been quickened as I’ve remembered the word of the Lord to Zerubba-
bel, saying, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6 KJV). I’m thankful He has, “chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath cho-
sen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 Corin-
thians 1:27-29 KJV). If you feel faint and strength seems small and 
your task seems impossible, let me remind you, the uncontrollable 
Holy Spirit will not be straitened!  
 

Those who seek the Holy Spirit: Every believer needs the Holy 
Spirit more than the average Christian realizes. While many under-
stand the possibilities that await them upon being filled, they allow 
the propensities of their life to keep them from pursuing being bap-
tized in the Spirit. Fear, unfaithfulness, guilt, addictions and a past 
marked with failure haunts them and succeeds at keeping them at bay 
from being filled with the Holy Spirit and fire. They’re convinced 
they cannot be a candidate for the baptism until they overcome the 
issues and hangups in their life. Friend, the Baptizer wants to give 
you His Spirit baptism so you can overcome the issues and hangups 
holding you back! He will not be hemmed in by a dead, worldly, or 
apostate church! He will not be restrained  by the believer’s inadequa-
cies, nor will our hangups and issues confine Him! He’s the Uncon-
trollable Holy Spirit! If you’re searching for a better life, subscribing 
for an additional 100 channels won’t fix your problem. Taking out 
another credit card so you can spend more will only make things 
worse. God’s answer is, Be filled with the Uncontrollable Holy Spir-
it!  

Billy & Bettye 
Nickell 

The prophet Micah was a contemporary with 
Isaiah, Amos and Hosea. His ministry was 
directed to both Israel, the northern kingdom, 
and Judah, the southern kingdom, but his pri-
mary focus was given to Jerusalem and Judah. 
His word to both kingdoms was one of im-
pending judgment, calling on God’s people to 
relinquish their sin and return to the Lord in 
repentance. The moral and spiritual landscape 
of the day was polluted with greed, immorali-
ty, idolatry, injustice, and the oppression of the 
poor. Leading the parade of perversion were 
Judah’s rulers, prophets, priests, judges and 
merchants. As at other times, the Lord’s mes-

sage through Micah offered help and hope through the Third Person of 
the triune Godhead, the Holy Spirit, help which continues to be availa-
ble for us today. 
   

It is the Father’s good pleasure for every believer to be filled/baptized 
in the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:9-3; Luke 7:37-39). It was the Person of 
the Holy Spirit who transformed the dark and deluged earth of Genesis 
1:2 from chaos to creation. “The earth was without form and an empty 
waste, and darkness was upon the face of the very great deep. The 
Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of the 
waters” (Genesis 1:2 Amplified). It was none other than the Holy Spirit 
who blew upon the valley of dry bones as the breath of God in Ezekiel 
37, causing the lifeless bodies in the prophet’s vision to become an 
exceeding great army. It was the Person of the Holy Spirit who de-
scended upon Jesus in the form of a dove at the Jordan River when He 
was baptized in water by John the Baptist. We know from Romans 
8:11, it was the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from dead and will quick-
en our mortal body if He dwells in us! The point is clear! God does 
nothing without the Person of the Holy Spirit having an active and vital 
role. If God Himself has drawn His line in the sand showing you and I 
the importance He places on the Holy Spirit, then we should give no 
less  place to this Third Member of the Godhead in our lives and in our 
services!   
 

The book of Micah is a stern rebuke to the people of Judah. One such 
place this is found is our text of Micah 2. There the Lord says, “O thou 
that art named the house of Jacob” (Micah 2:7a KJV). It’s as much as 
saying, “You wear the name, but you do not bear the character of Ja-
cob.” It's the Old Testament equivalent of the New Testament rebuke 
to the church of Sadis, “Thou hast a name that thou live but art dead.” 
The words of Micah imply the descendants of Jacob in that day were 
proud of the title “House of Jacob” but were not living worthy of the 
title. To be given the name “House of Jacob” and not be living as a 
follower of God was the sin of self-deception. To call ourselves Pente-
costals, people filled with God’s Spirit, yet be Pentecostal in name only 
is dishonoring and a reflection on God Himself. It is nothing less than 
defamation of God’s character, as far as the world is concerned, if His 
people profess but not possess that which is standard equipment for 
Christians. To the blatant waywardness of those of Micah’s day the 
Lord gives His answer in the form of a question, “O house of Jacob, 
shall it be said, Is the Spirit of the Lord restricted, impatient, and short-
ened?” (Micah 2:7a Amplified). The wording of the King James says, 
“Is the spirit of the Lord straitened?”   
    

The Holy Spirit is the answer for every problem the believer or the 
church faces! He’s the wind who fills our sails and moves us along; 
He’s the oil that keeps the machinery moving, and He’s the river who 
flows from the Throne of God! When church is a drag, rather than a 
delight, the answer is not a seminar it’s the Spirit that fell at Pentecost! 
When excitement ebbs and momentum stalls, the answer is not a bake 
sale or a church picnic! The answer is a fresh wind from the Holy Spir-
it! When folks in the church won’t speak to each other and people re-
fuse to work together the answer is not a business meeting, it’s a fresh 
outpouring of new oil and wine from Heaven! Whether the problem is 
deadness or dissension, God has only one answer!  Let the Holy Ghost 
who brought revival in the First Awakening, loose!  Let the Holy Spirit 
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Abounding in Hope 
Romans 15:13 NKJV states, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” According to Webster’s dictionary, hope is an expectation that a 
desire, dream, or goal will be achieved. It is a feeling of excitement about something that is about to transpire. 
The opposite of hope is hopelessness. Owen Bourgaize made the following observation, “Human hope is a fragile 
thing, and when it withers it’s difficult to revive.” Many have lost hope regarding their marriage, children, health, 
finances, job or future. Sometimes pastors lose hope that they will ever see things turn around in their ministry or 
church. When people lose hope, they give in to their situation or circumstances, believing that nothing will ever 
change. It has been said that man can live about 40 days without food, about 3 days without water, about 8 
minutes without air, but only about one second without hope.  
  
The Apostle Paul’s prayer was that believers would be filled with hope. Before you can fill something you have 
to know the capacity of the source and the vessel to be filled. Paul states, “And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will 
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others” (2 Corinthians 9:8 NLT). This speaks of God’s unlimited 
resources. If we know that God’s provisions are unlimited, we have to ask, “What is my capacity to receive God’s provision?” Our ca-
pacity for hope can be increased by recognizing these three truths: 1. The source of our hope is God. Paul identifies God as, “the God 
of hope.” If you place your hope in anything or anyone else other than God, you will surely be disappointed. Hope recognizes that God 
is always with me, even in the pain and struggle. Hope also recognizes that God is in control, even when life doesn’t make sense.  The 
psalmist declared, “Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall yet praise 
Him, The help of my countenance and my God” (Psalm 43:5, NKJV).  2. The substance of hope is faith. Notice the words, “in believ-
ing” which is a synonym for faith. Faith and hope are bosom buddies. If you don’t have one it is doubtful that you will have the other. 
Faith deals with education; whereas, hope deals with emotions. Faith is related to miracles; whereas, hope is related to morale. Faith has 
to do with the head; whereas, hope has to do with the heart. Faith is like dynamite that releases the power of God in our lives; however, 
hope is the fuse. Without a fuse, all the dynamite in the world is worthless. Faith states, “I know God has the power to heal.” Hope 
states, “I expect that God is going to heal me.” A determining factor in whether or not hope and faith are governing our lives versus des-
pair and fear is what you choose to focus upon. Paul writes, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 
10:17). 3. The supply of hope is the Holy Spirit. We lose hope when we try to accomplish the work of God in our own strength. We 
need to be reminded of the words to Zerubbabel, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts” (Zechariah 
4:6).  In the mid-1800s, Adoniram Judson and his wife, Ann, set sail headed to Burma. William Carey had advised them not to go there 
because Burma was known for its hostility and savagery. It was six years after landing in Burma before they saw their first convert to 
Christianity. Judson spent many years in chains and stocks, in a filthy infested prison cell, for preaching the Gospel. On one occasion, 
Judson was in jail with thirty-two pounds of chains on his ankles, which were tied to a bamboo pole. After several months, Judson re-
ceived a letter from home asking, “What’s the outlook?” Judson replied, “The prospects are just as bright as the promises of God.” Hope 
in God will make you an eternal optimist. Don’t lose hope, because your future is as bright as the promises of God.  

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  

Ministers  

New Pastors: 
 Jayton, First Assembly of God 
  New Pastors: Tracy & Cara Lynn McWilliams   

Available for Ministry: 
    Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 

     Emilio Bustamante 432.385.5626 

     Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 

     Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 

     Eric Brooks  940.473.1297 

     Danny Brown 806.577.3580 

     Brad Froese  806.928.2815 

     Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 

     Byron Jones  432.258.3873 

     Mike Matheny 806.200.9959 

     Tracy McWilliams 806.790.9377 

     J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 

     Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 

     David Sasse  806.300.8717 

     Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 

     Justin Unwin  806.220.3200 
    

June 25, 2022 

Certified:  Introduction to Hermeneutics 

 Licensed:  Introduction to Homiletics 

Ordained: Preaching in Cultural Context 

West Texas Bible Institute 

August 13, 2022 

Certified: AG History, Missions & Governance  

Licensed: Leadership Skills 

Ordained: Church Admin, Law & Finance 

Registration Deadline: July 22 

Celebration 
2022 

92nd District Council 

June 13-15 

Glenn R. Beaver 
West Texas 

Superintendent 

Mike Clarensau 
 

School of Ministry 
Guest Speaker 

Iim Enloe 
 

Celebration 
Guest Speaker 

Host Church: First Assembly of God 
100 West Wadley Avenue, Midland, Texas 79705      

Mike & Sandi Hanks, Lead Pastors 



Monday, June 13 

5:00pm Light for the Lost Banquet, Phil McGechie, Men’s Ministries District Director 
(First AG, Midland) 

 

7:00pm Ordination Service, Tim Enloe, Speaker 

Reception Honoring Newly Ordained & 50 Years Ordained Ministers following service 

(First AG, Midland) 
 

Tuesday, June 14  

  9:00am Prayer 

10:00am Memorial Service, Glenn R. Beaver, Speaker 

12:00noon Southwestern AG University Luncheon, John Murdoch, District Alumni Coordinator 
 (First AG, Midland) 

 

2:00pm District Council, Business Session 

5:00pm STL & BGMC Banquet,  Nick Rogers, Youth Ministries & Christian Ed. Director 
(First AG, Midland) 

 

7:00pm Celebration Service, Tim Enloe, Speaker 
 

Wednesday, June 15 
 

  9:00am Prayer 

10:00am School of Ministry Session 1, Mike Clarensau, Speaker 
(First AG, Midland) 

 

12:00 noon Women of Purpose Luncheon, Christina Sattesahn, WOP District Director 
(First AG, Midland) 

 

1:30pm School of Ministry Session 2, Mike Clarensau, Speaker 
(First AG, Midland) 

 

  7:00pm Missions Celebration, Tim Enloe, Speaker 

(PK Party following service) 
 
 

50 Years Ordained Ministry 

Joe R. Robinson 
 

Ordination Candidates 
 

Michelle Collins, Robert Kerby, Joe Morris, Mandy Pena 

Celebration Schedule Juntos ~Together 
West Texas and Plains & West Texas Districts 

Rev. Ezequiel & Carolyn Pecina 
West Texas & Plains 

Superintendente 

Rev. Glenn & Betty Beaver 
West Texas 

Superintendent 

Agosto 9, 2022 ~ August 9, 2022 

Rev. Dennis Rivera 
Orador Especial ~ Guest Speaker 

Director Nacional 
de Relaciones Hispanas ~ 

National Hispanic 
Relations Director 

7:00pm, Martes, 9 de Agosto, 2022 ~ 7:00pm, Tuesday, August 9, 2022 

 

Equipo de Alabanza ~ Praise & Worship Team  

 de Southwestern AG University ~ from Southwestern AG University 

Iglesia Anfitrión ~ Host Church 

 First Assembly of God 

100 West Wadley Avenue, Midland, Texas 

Pastores Titulares ~ Lead Pastors 

Mike & Sandi Hanks 



Congratulations 
High School and College Graduates! 

 
Bachelor Degree 

 
Michelle Collins 

Michelle, wife of Blake Collins, graduated from 
Southwestern Assemblies of God University with a  

Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology with a specialty 
in Addictions Counseling. 

 
Avaree Hosford 

Avaree, daughter of Barry & Aimee Hosford, graduated from 
Southwestern Assemblies of God University with an 
Associate of Art Degree in Religious Studies and a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Counseling Pre-Professional 
with a minor in Family and Marriage Counseling. 

 
Payton Smith 

Payton, husband of Amy Smith and son of 
Brad & Pamela Smith, graduated from 

Southwestern Assemblies of God University with a  
Bachelor of Science Degree in Church Leadership. 

 

Associate Degree 
 

Kalyn Garcia 
Kalyn, daughter of Charley & Crystal Garcia, 

graduated from Odessa College with an Associates Degree. 
 

Lexi Pate 
Lexi, daughter of Ryan & Cari Pate 

and granddaughter of Mike & Sandi Hanks,  
graduated from Midland College with an Associates Degree. 

 
 

High School Graduates 
 

Brennan Hosford 
Brennan, son of Barry & Aimee Hosford,  
graduated from Canadian High School. 

 
David Shryack 

David, son of Joseph & Lana Shryack,  
 graduated from Pure Medley High School. 

“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord,  
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
Jeremiah 29:11 
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Prayer Requests: Annette Newberry, surgery to remove 
cancerous section of her colon; Brian Glosson, heart attack; 
Ann Slaton, (wife of the late Robert Slaton, former West 
Texas District Superintendent), Medical issues; Larry Boyd, 

blood pressure issues; Rey Rodriquez, infection in abdomen 
and Muscular Dystropy; Regina Gonzalez, (Co-Lead Pastor, 
First Assembly of God, Plainview), medical issues caused 
from Covid & Ankylosing Spondylitis (an autoimmune dis-
ease); Chuck & Judy Redger, Chuck has kidney and back 
issues & Judy had two lobes of a lung removed due to cancer, 
they both are facing medical challenges; Becky Nenstiel, 
complete healing from cancer; Sharlotte Boyd, Alzheimers; 
George Mullins, stroke; Cliff Houghton, autoimmune dis-
ease, asthma; Patsy Anderson, (mother of Kevin Anderson), 
heart issues; Sue Stevens, (mother of Darla Anderson), De-
mentia; Brenda Van Hoose, Ankylosing Spondylitis (an au-
toimmune disease); Perry Shuffield, healing & strength; Do-

ris Barnard McCutchen, health issues; and Mylinda Wood, 
ALS. 

Wedding: Congratulations to Josh Townsend and 
Grace Lopez who were united in marriage on April 
22, 2022 at Morristown, Arizona. Josh is the son of 
Bradley and Stacy Townsend. Bradley is a creden-
tialed minister with the West Texas District. Praying 
God’s blessing on their marriage. 

New Baby Boy: Congratulations to Nick & Paige 

Hester, (US Missionaries, Chi Alpha, Texas Tech), 

on the birth of their son Jude Elliot Hester. Nick and 

Paige serve as US missionaries with Chi Apha, at 

Texas Tech. On May 17, 2022, Jude was welcomed 

by his parents and his siblings Lynn, Jane, and Levi. 

New Baby Girl: Congratulations to Alvin & Lacey 

Leota, (AGWM Missionary Associates) on the birth of 

their daughter Faith Satalo Leota. Faith was born on 

May 11, 2022. Welcoming her into the family are her 

siblings Israel, Judah, Glori, and Jordan.  


