
Endurance 

The dictionary defines endurance as,  
“the ability to withstand hardship or 
adversity especially the ability to sus-
tain prolonged stressful effort or activi-
ty.” 
 

The writer of Hebrews tells of the en-
durance of Christ in 12:2, “Christ him-
self endured a cross and thought noth-
ing of its shame because of the joy he 
knew would follow his suffering; and 
he is now seated at the right hand of 
God’s throne.” The twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew records the words 
of Jesus regarding some of the events 
which will occur during the end of the 
age. There will be, “deceivers, rumors 
of wars, nation will rise against nation, 
famines, pestilences and earthquakes.” 
Yet, Jesus says these are the beginning 
of times of sorrow. Many will be of-
fended by betrayal and hatred. Jesus 
also states that because evil will be on 
the increase, the love for the things of 
God, for many, will grow cold. Then, 
in verse thirteen, Jesus makes this 
statement, “But the one who endures to 
the end, he will be saved.” Paul wrote 
to the Corinthian believers about how 
those who are engaged in running a 
race should run to receive the prize, 
9:24, “Do you not know that those who 
run in a race all run, but only one re-
ceives the prize? Run in such a way 
that you may win.”  
 

Most of the time the term Olympic 
Heroes only refers to those who have 
won medals in fierce competitions. 
The story is told of a Tanzanian mara-
thon runner by the name of John Ste-
phen Akhwari, who lost a race in the 
1968 Mexico City Olympics, but is 
still a hero in the hearts of millions. 

This is how one writer tells Akhwari’s 
story, “John Stephen Akhwari’s story 
occurred when he attended the Mexico 
City Olympics at the age of 30. Not long 
after the start of the marathon at the 
Mexico Olympics, Akhwari fell down 
and was badly injured, because he was 
not used to the climate of Central Ameri-
ca. The other runners passed him, one 
after another, and his chance of winning 
a medal became extremely slim. Howev-
er, he didn’t quit, and insisted on finish-
ing the race. When Akhwari limped into 
the stadium on bloody and bandaged legs 
an hour after the winner of the race had 
left, there were only a few spectators 
remaining in the stands. They were 
shocked to see Akhwari wincing with 
pain at every step toward the finish line, 
and they felt grateful to witness such a 
touching moment. When asked why he 
didn’t retire from the race, Akhwari’s 
answer is calm and simple. ‘My country 
didn’t send me to start the race, they sent 
me to finish it!’ Akhwari was immortal-
ized in the Mexico Olympics documen-
tary film by director Bud Greenspan, as 
the last man to finish the marathon of 
four and a half hours. However, due to 
restrictions on mass media’s develop-
ment, few people heard his story. 
Akhwari, the symbol of Olympic spirit, 
didn’t win wide recognition as a hero at 
the time. Back in Tanzania, Akhwari’s 
life returned to normal. Facing his 
friends’ questions over the outcome of 
the race, Akhwari replied calmly. He 
never considered his failure to win a 
medal a cause for shame. On the contra-
ry, all his family members are very 
proud of him for finishing the race. He 
did what his parents once taught him: ‘If 
you start doing something, finish it. Oth-
erwise, never start it.’ In the following 
years, Akhwari devoted his heart and 
soul to track and field. When he retired 
from running, Akhwari decided to be-
come a coach. People can often see him 
running with his players, who share his 
passion and love for the sport. 
 

Akhwari’s spirit of perseverance not 
only shines in the arena of track and 
field, but also must shine in all aspects of 
our lives. Every one of us must endure a 
lifelong race. No matter what happens in 
between, we have no reason to give up. 
As long as we strive until the end, we 
will be the heroes of ourselves.” 
 

Paul also wrote to the Corinthian believ-
ers, 9:25-27, “Everyone who competes in 
the games exercises self-control in all 
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things. They then do it to receive a per-
ishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 
Therefore I run in such a way, as not 
without aim; I box in such a way, as not 
beating the air; but I discipline my body 
and make it my slave, so that, after I 
have preached to others, I myself will 
not be disqualified.” The necessity of 
self-control in all areas of our lives is 
the key to our effectiveness for the Mas-
ter. The reward for our endurance will 
be eternity with Christ throughout eter-
nity. So the discipline of our body, soul 
and spirit are essential to our not being 
disqualified after we have given the 
message of hope and life to those who 
cross our path.  
 

When Jesus said to His disciples 
“follow me” it was not for a sprint but a 
marathon. It was not just to start but 
also to finish the race in order to win the 
prize. When Jesus gave the parable 
about the sower’s seed as said in Mark 
4:17, “Those who are like the seed fall-
ing on stony ground have no firm root 
in themselves, but are only temporary; 
then, when affliction or persecution 
arises because of the word, immediately 
they fall away,” Jesus was saying, They 
are like those who are short on endur-
ance. 
 

Paul gave clear instruction to Timothy 
in his second letter, “Preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great pa-
tience and instruction. For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for them-
selves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires, and will turn away their 
ears from the truth and will turn aside to 
myths. But you, be sober in all things, 
endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 states it this way, 
“Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance and 
the sin which so easily entangles us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.” Jesus endured for us, we can 
do no less for Him! 
 

My Master didn’t send me to start the 
race, but to finish it!  Finish well! 

Glenn & Betty Beaver 
Superintendent 

District Secretary/Treasurer 
 The Responsibility and Reward of Missions, Matthew 9:35-38 

“go ye into all the world,” and we have also been given the cover-
ing of the Lord, “I am with you all the days . . .” 
 

The Crisis of the Lost: The text of Matthew 9 gives insight to the 
motivation of Jesus’ passion for missions, “But when he saw the 
multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shep-
herd” (Matthew 9:36 KJV). May we always remember the crisis of 
darkness in which we lived before being exposed to the light of the 
gospel! Missionary John Keith Falconer said, “I have but one can-
dle of life to burn, and I would rather burn it out in a land filled 
with darkness than in a land flooded with light.” Following the 
defeat of Japan in World War II, General Douglas MacArthur sent 
an urgent message to the churches in America, “Send me Bibles 
and 10,000 missionaries!” It was an opportune time, with the belief 
system of that broken nation being called into question, however, 
post-war Americans had other priorities on their mind, missing one 
of the great missions opportunities of the day. “How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things! (Romans 10:14-15 KJV). 
 

The Consequences of the Lethargic: “Then saith he unto his dis-
ciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest (Matthew 9:37-38 KJV). Part of the Mes-
sianic promise the psalmist penned in Psalm 2 can be claimed and 
experienced by believers and congregations of the  twenty-first 
century, “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession 
(Psalm 2:8 KJV). If winning souls is wise, according to Proverbs 
11:30, to not win souls is criminal! Nguyen Ai Quoc was a young 
man who longed to learn truth. His passion for insight stirred him 
to leave his native land of Vietnam and led him to Sorbonne Uni-
versity in Paris. It was his daily routine to walk past the famous 
Notre Dame Cathedral but no witness of Christ was ever presented 
to him. One day, while near the great church, he was handed a per-
suasive piece of literature containing some of the writings of Len-
in. It told of peace and a utopia that he could help bring into exist-
ence. Though it was a lie, he received it as truth. Later he would 
write, “What emotion, enthusiasm, clear-sightedness, and confi-
dence it instilled into me! I was overjoyed to tears. Though sitting 
alone in my room, I shouted aloud as if addressing large crowds, 
‘Dead martyrs, compatriots! This is what we need, this is the path 
to our liberation!’” Nguyen Ai Quoc is remembered in infamy as 
Ho Chi Minh, the mastermind to the communist takeover of Vi-
etnam who slaughtered millions. If only he could have been 
reached with the Truth of God’s Word!  
 

The Crowning of the Laborers: The Bible assures great reward 
for those who give themselves to reaching and teaching the lost. 
God honors those who honor Him and that which He loves! “After 
all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our proud reward 
and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he returns? It is 
you! Yes, you are our pride and joy” (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
NLT). The Crown of Rejoicing will be awarded to those who 
bring others to Christ. It’s often called the Soul Winner’s Crown. 
The Old Testament prophet says, “Those who are wise will shine 
as bright as the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness will 
shine like the stars forever“ (Daniel 12:3 NLT). Our assignment is 
of utmost importance! May our focus always be the responsibility 
and reward of missions.    
    
  

The late Charles Greenaway, a stalwart As-
semblies of God missionary, was quoted on 
numerous occasions to have said, “God only 
had one Son and He was a missionary.” Mis-
sions is the heartbeat of God and this is 
demonstrated in the ministry of Jesus in all 
four gospels. Immediately after being bap-
tized in Jordan, filled with the Holy Spirit 
and tempted in the wilderness during His 
forty-days of prayer and fasting, He returned 
to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. Based 
on Matthew’s account, Jesus immersed Him-
self in missions. “From then on Jesus began 

to preach, ‘Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near’” (Matthew 4:17 NLT). Mark’s record opens with 
Him calling the first of His disciples to join in ministry, followed by 
Him preaching and teaching in the synagogue of Capernaum and 
delivering a man of demon possession. The book of Luke tells of 
Him giving the twelve supernatural power and sending them out to 
preach, heal and set spiritual captives free. Upon delving into the 
book of John, we see Jesus ministering at the wedding in Cana and 
later cleansing the temple in Capernaum of those who bought, sold 
and exchanged money. Everywhere He went and everything He did 
revolved around seeking and saving the lost!   
 

Reaching and teaching the lost at home and abroad has continued to 
be the focus of God’s church for the past two millenniums, begin-
ning with the early church who filled Jerusalem with their doctrine. 
(The footnote in Dake’s Bible on Acts 5:28 gives “40 doctrines that 
filled Jerusalem,” and is worthy of the reader’s study.) Nearly two-
thousand years later when approximately three hundred believers 
gathered in Hot Springs, Arkansas and the Assemblies of God fel-
lowship was birthed, evangelism and missions became a top priori-
ty, and continues as such 108 years later. Missions should be at the 
heart of every pastor and parishioner who names the name of Jesus! 
It is without excuse if my wife and I, and the congregation we pas-
tor, are not taught and constantly reminded of our responsibility to 
missions!  It is derelict for a church to focus on themselves at the 
expense of reaching a world for Christ. A famous artist was once 
asked to paint a picture of a dying church. It was expected that he 
would paint a small and humble building. Instead, he painted a 
stately edifice with a rich pulpit and magnificent windows and near 
the door, an offering box marked “Missions,” with the contribution 
slot covered with cobwebs. Here are a few reasons we must keep the 
main thing, the main thing.   
 

The Commission of the Lord: Missions is not an option God’s 
people can take or leave. We have been mandated by the CEO of the 
Church, “Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded 
you, and behold, I am with you all the days (perpetually, uniformly, 
and on every occasion), to the [very] close and consummation of the 
age” (Matthew 28:19-20 Amplified). There is reason this charge is 
called The Great Commission by believers of all races, tribes and 
dialects around the world. The call of the Father continues to be,  
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” If we will minister to 
Lord as the saints in Antioch and listen with our heart, we too will 
hear His charge, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them” (Acts 13:2 KJV). It is clear Paul un-
derstood the weightiness of the commission of the Lord from his 
announcement in his first letter to the church in Corinth, “yea, woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16 Ampli-
fied). William Carey said his call to missions was an open Bible 
before an open map of the world, before going to India. Let us al-
ways remember, we have been given the commission of the Lord, 

Billy & Bettye 
Nickell 
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Running on Empty 
On November 28, 2016, LAMIA Flight 2933 left Santa Cruz, Bolivia headed towards Medellin, Colombia. On board 
was the Brazilian soccer team on their way to play in the Copa Sudamericana Finals. However, tragedy struck and the 
plane crashed just 5 miles away from the airport. Of the 77 passengers onboard, only 6 survived. An investigation was 
immediately launched to discover what went wrong. After much probing, experts determined that the plane had run out 
of fuel. The thing that makes this so tragic is that it could have easily been avoided. As we look across the spiritual 
landscape, we can also see the wreckage of Christians who simply burned out for whatever reason. Burn out occurs 
when our spiritual tanks are depleted and the results can be devastating if not dealt with properly. I recently read of one 
minister who said, “My problem is not that I’ve fallen into a moral failure, but I’m just drained.” Eugene Peterson de-
scribed the Christian life as, “a long obedience in the same direction.” The Bible encourages us to, “Never be lacking 
in zeal and keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11). But how can we keep our spiritual fervor 
when our energy is depleted and we feel like we’re running on empty? The following is not a prescription, but rather a 
few practical suggestions. 
 

1. Practice a daily quiet time. Start every day by meditating on the Word of God. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you as you read over the 
    Scriptures. Pray over the events of the day and ask the Lord to direct your path. Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
    When you spend a few minutes with God in the morning, He provides additional energy and peace throughout the day.   
2. Take a day off. The fourth commandment reads, “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” God designed us to rest from our work one 
    day in seven. When we do not observe a personal Sabbath we eventually run out of energy. Even Jesus took time to withdraw from His busy  
    schedule (Mark 6:31-32).  
3. Listen to good preaching/teaching, uplifting Christian music and inspirational books. There are several ministers I really like to listen  
    to and read from that help to feed my spirit. I know that we feed ourselves when we feed others, but sometimes it’s good to be able to eat a  
    meal that you didn’t have to prepare.  
4. Develop close friendships. The Bible teaches us to bear one another’s burdens. God never intended for us to live in isolation. A true friend  
    is someone you trust who you can be yourself with.  
5. Stay physically active. Personally, I enjoy running. There’s something about hearing my feet pound the pavement and I always feel invigor- 
    ated when I’m done. I’m also able to pray and, on more than one occasion, God has clearly given me direction in a certain area I had been 
    toiling over (probably because I was able to clear my mind and I was only focused on breathing).  
6. Wait on the Lord. Isaiah 40:31 states, “But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
     eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
 

This is certainly not an exhaustive list. If you are weary, seek after the counsel of the Lord and others on how to refuel. Sometimes the best 
thing we can do is to keep going even when we feel faint and wait for the Lord to gives us the “second wind” to our souls.  

Tracy & Cara Lynn 
McWilliams  

Ministers  

Open Church List: 
 *Dalhart, First Assembly of God  
 *Pampa, New Life Assembly of God 
 *Panhandle, New Hope Assembly of God 
     Contact: Kevin Anderson, Presbyter 
     P.O. Box 511, Stratford, TX 79084 
     Phone: 806.922.2840 
 Jayton, First Assembly of God 
    Contact: Lance Spray 
    P.O. Box 262, Jayton, TX 79528 
    Phone: 806.269.1356 
*Plains, First Assembly of God 
    Contact: Danny Williams, Presbyter 
    1801 CR 151, Snyder, TX 79549 
    Phone: 325.575.2861 
*Whiteface,  Living Water Fellowship 
    Contact: Nick Hester 
    2717 58th Street, Lubbock, TX 79413 
    Phone: 832.275.1611 
*District Affiliated Church 
 

Available for Ministry: 
    Gene Benningfield  806.456.2029 

     Emilio Bustamante 432.385.5626 

     Larry Boyd  806.778.7677 

     Kelly Breckenridge 806.787.0355 

     Eric Brooks  940.473.1297 

     Danny Brown 806.577.3580 

     Brad Froese  806.928.2815 

     Margie Gonzales 806.282.0534 

     Byron Jones  432.258.3873 

     Mike Matheny 806.200.9959 

     Tracy McWilliams 806.790.9377 

     J.C. Owen  432.254.8629 

     Jerry Pollard  806.330.0969 

     David Sasse  806.300.8717 

     Marcus Tanner 903.330.1560 

     Justin Unwin  806.220.3200 
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Prayer Requests: Larry Boyd, blood pressure issues; Rey 
Rodriquez, infection in abdomen and Muscular Dystropy; Ann 
Slaton, (wife of the late Robert Slaton, former West Texas Dis-
trict Superintendent), Medical issues; Regina Gonzalez, (Co-
Lead Pastor, First Assembly of God, Plainview), medical issues 
caused from Covid & Ankylosing Spondylitis (an autoimmune 
disease); Chuck & Judy Redger, 
Chuck has kidney and back issues 
& Judy had two lobes of a lung 
removed due to cancer, they both 
are facing medical challenges; 
Becky Nenstiel, complete healing 
from cancer; Sharlotte Boyd, 
Alzheimers; George Mullins, 
stroke; Cliff Houghton, autoim-
mune disease, asthma; Patsy An-
derson, (mother of Kevin Ander-
son), heart issues; Sue Stevens, 
(mother of Darla Anderson), 
Dementia; Brenda Van Hoose, 
Ankylosing Spondylitis (an auto-
immune disease); Perry Shuf-
field, healing & strength; Doris 
Barnard McCutchen, health is-
sues; and Mylinda Wood, ALS. 

We express our sympathy to the families of Tom 
Shepherd, Irene Snider, Forest Srader, Ronald 
DiSalvo, Marjorie Reid, Tom Herting, and Nancy 
McNeill. Tom Shepherd, husband of Rosalea and 
interim pastor in the West Texas District, passed on 
March 22. Irene Snider, mother of Billy Snider 
(Robin), and Lead Pastor of San Jacinto AG, Ama-
rillo, passed on March 25. Forest Srader, husband 

of Wanda Srader and father of Rhonda Elder (Larry), Odessa, Hope 
Community, passed on March 27. Marjorie Reid, wife of the late Dean 
Reid and mother of Twila Vanderplas (Kevin), Lubbock, Maranatha 
Tabernacle, passed on April 4. Tom Herting, stepfather of Justin Hop-
per (Jessica), passed on April 4. Robert DiSalvo, father of Lonnie 
DiSalvo (Rhonda), passed on April 10, Nancy McNeill, mother of 
James McNeil, Amarillo, passed on April 15. Please be in prayer for 
their families during this time of sorrow. 


